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Board of Elementary and Secondary Education

Bulletin 746—Foreign Language Teacher Certification

In accordance with R.S.49:950 et. seq., the Administrative Procedure Act, notice is hereby given that the
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education adopted changes to the certification requirements for foreign
language and elementary foreign language. The revised certification requirements which are amendments
to Bulletin 746, Louisiana Standards for State Certification of School Personnel are printed below.

This policy change eliminates the requirement of an oral proficiency interview for elementary teachers to
become certified to teach a foreign language. In addition, it deletes the option of the use of the oral
proficiency interview as partial fulfillment of certification requirements for secondary foreign language
teachers.

Certification Options in Elementary Education
* * *

Foreign Language
Elementary teachers may be certified to teach a foreign language upon completion of 15 semester hours

in the language.
* * *

Foreign Language
Certification is awarded in each individual language. Secondary foreign language certification may be

converted to all-level certification (1-12) with an additional nine hours of professional education courses at
the elementary level.

1. All Foreign Languages (except Latin)
A minimum of 24 semester hours in a language or eight semester hours if taken above the first-year

college level.
Beginning with freshmen entering higher education institutions in the1984-85 school year, all

candidates for certification will berequired to complete 36 semesterhours or 24 hours above the sophomore
level which shall include a three-hour methods course in modern foreign languages. A minimum of 12 of the
24 hours may befulfilled by a two-semester residence in a university abroad or by two summers of intensive
immersion study on a Louisiana university campus, an out-of-state university campus, or abroad.*

*The two semesters abroad or its alternative is required for French certification and is optional for
all other foreign languages.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17.6
HISTORICAL NOTE: Amended by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 22: (April 1996).

Carole Wallin
Executive Director

9604#026


