RULE

Department of Health and Hospitals
Board of Examiners of Professional Counselors

General Provisions (LAC 46:LX.Chapters 1-17)

The Licensed Professional Counselors Board of Examingrder authority of the Louisiana Mental Health
Counselor Licensing Act, R.87:1101-1115, and iaccordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S.
49:950 et seq., has amended the following rules governing the practice of mental health counseling in the
state of Louisiana and repealed LAC 46:1.X.1103.

Title 46
PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL
STANDARDS

Part LX. Licensed Professional

Counselors Board of Examiners
Chapter 1. General Provisions
§101. ...
§103. Description of Organization

The Louisiana Licensed Professional Counselors Board of Examiners, hereafter referred to as the board,
resides in the Department of Health and Hospitals, and consists of seven members, who shall be residents of
the state of Louisiana. Each term shall be for four years. Appointments to the board shall be made by the
governor from a list of qualified candidates submitted by the executive board of the Louisiana Counseling
Association. Each appointment by the governor shall be submitted to the Senate for confirmation. Board
membership shall consist of three licensed professional counselors, three educators who are licensed
professional counselors and whose function is the training of mental health counselors in accredited
programs, and one individual from the public at large. The professional membership of the board shall be
licensed under this Chapter. No board member shall serve more than two full consecutive terms. No board
member shall be liable in any civil action for any act performed in good faith in the execution of his duties
under Chapter 13 of Title 37.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.B701-1115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Board of Examiners of
Professional Counselors, LR 14:82 (February 1988), amended by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of
Examiners of Professional Counselors, LR 15:544 (July 1989), LR 22: (February 1996).

§105. Vacancies

Any vacancyoccurring in board membership for an unexpired term shallliffor the remainder of the
term by the governor, within 30 days, from a list of qualified candidates by the executive board of
the Louisiana Counseling Association. Unexpired terms shall be filled by appointment by the governor,
within 30 days, from a list of qualified candidates prescribed in Section 1104 of R.S. 37:1101-1115.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.B701-1115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Board of Examiners of
Professional Counselors, LR 14:82 (February 1988), amended by Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of
Examiners of Professional Counselors, LR 22: (February 1996).

Chapter 3. Board Meetings, Procedures, Records, Powers, and Duties
§301.-307. ...
§309. Quorum

Four members of the board shall constitute a quorum of the board at any meeting or hearing for the
transaction of business and may examine, approve, and renew the license of applicants.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.B701-1115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Board of Examiners of
Professional Counselors, LR 14:82 (February 1988), amended by Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of
Examiners of Professional Counselors, LR 22: (February 1996).

§311. ...
§313. Code of Ethics

The board has adopted the Code of Ethics of the American Counseling Association, as specified in R.S.
37:1105(D) and may adopt any revisions or iidths deemed appropriate or necessary by the board.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.B701-1115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Board of Examiners of
Professional Counselors, LR 14:83 (February 1988), amended by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of
Examiners of Professional Counselors, LR 22: (February 1996).

Chapter 5. License and Practice of Counseling



§501. ...
§503. Definitions
A-C. ...

D. Practice of Mental Health Gunseling—rendering or offering to individuals, groups, organizations,
or the general public by a licensed professional counselor, any service consistent with his professional
training as prescribed by R.S. 37:1107(A)(8), and code of ethics/behawiolving the application of
principles, methods, or procedures of the mental health counseling profession which include but are not
limited to:

1. Mental Health Counseling-assisting an individual or group, through the counseling relationship,
to develop an understanding of personal problems, to define goals, and to plan actions reflecting his or their
interests, abilities, aptitudes, and needs as these are related to personal and social concerns, educational
progress, and occupations and careers.

a. Mental Health Counseling Practicumlieensure requires the completion of a mental health
counseling practicum totaling 100 clock hours. The practicum includes:
i. a minimum of 40 hours of direct counseling with individuals or groups;
ii. a minimum of one hour per week of individual supervision by a counseling faculty member
supervisor or supervisor working under the supervision of a program faculty member;
iii. a minimum of one and one-half hours per week of group supervision with other students in
similar practica or internships by a progrdaculty member supervisor or a student supervisor workinder
the supervision of a program faculty member or an approved on-site supervisor that meets the on-site
supervisor requirements established by the university.
b. Mental Health Counseling Internshiplicensure requires the completion of a mental health
counseling internship totaling 300 clock hours. The internship includes:
i. a minimum of 120 hours of direct counseling with individuals or groups;
ii. a minimum of one hour per week of individual supervision by a counseling faculty member
supervisor or an LPC working in conjunction with the faculty member;
iii. a minimum of one and one-half hours per week of group supervision with other students in
similar practica or internships by a progrdaculty member supervisor or a student supervisor workinder
the supervision of a program faculty member or an approved on-site supervisor that meets the on-site
supervisor requirements by the university.

2.-4. ...

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.B701-1115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Board of Examiners of
Professional Counselors, LR 14:83 (February 1988), amended by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of
Examiners of Professional Counselors, LR 16:302 (Ap®®0), LR 18:51 (January 1992), LR 22: (February 1996).
Chapter 7. Requirements for Licensure
§701. ...

§703. Licensing Requirements

A.l1.-6. ...

7. has declared special competencies and demonstrated professional competence therein by passing
a written and, at the discretion of the board, an oral examination as shall be prescribed by the board;

8. hasreceived a graduate degree the substance of which is professional mental health counseling in
content from a regionally accredited institution of higher education offering a master's and/or doctoral
program in counseling that is approved by the board anchbesmulated at least 48 graduate semester hours
as part of the graduate degree plan containing the eight required areas, the supervised mental health
practicum and supervised internship in mental health counseling as defined by rules adopted by the board
listed under Chapter 5.

a. The following eight areas are required to have at least one semester course:
i. counseling/theories of personality;
ii. human growth and development;
iii. abnormal behavior;
iv. techniques of counseling;
v. group dynamics, processes, and counseling;
vi. lifestyle and career development;
vii. appraisal of individuals;
viii. ethics.
b. The following two areas are encouraged for inclusion in graduate training:
i. substance abuse;
ii. marriage and family studies.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.B701-1115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Board of Examiners of
Professional Counselors, LR 14:83 (February 1988), amended by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of
Examiners of Professional Counselors, LR 18:269 (March 1992), LR 22: (February 1996).



§705. Supervision Experience
A. Supervision Requirements

1. ..

2.a. To be eligible for supervision as a counselor intern, the applicant must provide proof of a supervised
mental health counseling practicum/internship and completion of seven of the nine listed content areas, as
follows:

i. counseling/theories of personality;
ii. human growth and development;
iii. abnormal behavior;
iv. techniques of counseling;
v. group dynamics, processes, and counseling;
vi. lifestyle and career development;
vii. appraisal of individuals;
viii. substance abuse;
ix. marriage and family studies.

b. Beginning August 151996, to beeligible for supervision as aotnselor intern, the applicant must
provide proof of completion of a supervised practicum and internship as listed in §503tidefn
Subsection D.1.a-b (listed above) and all of the following eight content areas as follows:

i. counseling/theories of personality;
ii. human growth and development;

iii. abnormal behavior;

iv. techniques of counseling;

v. group dynamics, processes and counseling;

vi. lifestyle and career development;

vii. appraisal of individuals;

viii. ethics.

c. If a counselor intern commences supervision prior to Augusfi996 pursuant to §705.A.2.a
above, the counselor intern must complete all of the eight content areas pursuant to R18.78B)., in order
to be eligible for licensure upon completion of the supervised internship.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.B701-1115.

HISTORICALNOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of Examiners of Professional
Counselors, LR 18:269 (March 1992), amended LR 21:466 (May 1995), LR 22: (February 1996).
Chapter 8. Renewal of License
§801. Renewal

A licensed professional counselor shall renew his license every two years in the month of June by meeting
the requirement that 25 clock hours of continuing education be obtained piactorenewal date every two
years in ararea of professional mental healthunseling as approved by the board and by paying a renewal
fee. The licensee will also submit a current copy of his declaration statement at each renewal period. The
chairman shall issue a document renewing the license for a term of two years. The license of any mental
health counselor who fails to have this license renewedrhially during the month of June shall lapse;
however, the failure to renew said license shall not deprive said counselor the right of renewal thereafter.
A lapsed license may be renewed within a period of two years after the expired renewal date upon payment
of all fees inarrears and presentation of evidence of completion of the continuing education requirement and
a current copy of his/her declaration statement. Application for renewal after two years from the date of
expiration will not be considered for renewal; the individual must apply under the current licensure
guidelines.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.B701-1115.

HISTORICALNOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of Examiners of Professional
Counselors, LR 18:271 (March 1992), amended LR 22: (February 1996).
§803. ...
Chapter 9. Fees
§903. ...
Chapter 11. Reciprocity
§1101. States, €rritories, and Commonwealths

Upon application accompanied by fee andheitit written or oral examination, as stated in R.S.1309,
the board may issue a license to any person who furnishes upon a form and in such manner as the board
prescribes, evidence satisfactory to the board that he is licensed, certified, or registered as a professional
counselor by another state, territorial possession of the United States, District of Columbia, or
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico if the requirements for such licensure, certification, or registration are
substantially equivalent to those of R.S. 37:1101-1115.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.B701-1115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Board of Examiners of
Professional Counselors, LR 14:84 (February 1988), amended by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of



Examiners of Professional Counselors, LR 22: (February 1996).
8§1103. Certification by a National Certification Board
Repealed.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.B701-1115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Board of Examiners of
Professional Counselors, LR 14:84 (February 1988), repealed by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of
Examiners of Professional Counselors, LR 22: (February 1996).

Chapter 13.-15. ...
Chapter 17. Exclusions
§1701. ...

§1703. Exemptions

A. Acertified school counselor who meets the standards prescribed by the State Department of Education
and the Board of Elementary and $adary Education, while practicing school counseling within the scope
of his employment by Board of education or by a privatetsiol. Nothing herein shall be construed to allow
such persons to render mental health counseling services to the public unless they have also been licensed
under the provisions of R.S. 3I7t07.

B. Any nonresident temporarily employed in this state to render mental healtiseling services for not
more than 30 days a year, who meets the requirements for licensure in R.S. 37:1107 or who holds a valid
license and certificate issued under the authority of the laws of another state.

C. Any student in an accredited education institution, while carrying out activities that are part of the
prescribed course study,provided such activities are supervised by a professional mental healtiselor.

Such student shall hold himself out to the public only by clearly indicating his student status and the
profession in which he is being trained.

D. Any persons licensed, certified, or registeradier any other provision of the state law, as long as the
services rendered are consistent with their laws, professional training, and code of ethics, provided they do
not represent themselves as licensed professional counselors or mental health counselors, unless they have
also been licensed under the provisions of R.S1307.

E. Any priest, rabbi, Christian Science practitioner, or minister of the gospel of any religious
denomination, provided they are practicing within the employment of their church or religious affiliated
institution and they do not represent themselves as licensed professmnaetors or mental health
counselors unless they have also been licensed under the provisions of RB)B7:

F. Any persorwith a master's degree imanseling while practicing mental health counseling under the
board-approved supervision of a licensed professional counselor. The supervisee must use the title
"counselor intern" and shall not represent himself to the public as a licensed professional counselor.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.B701-1115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Board of Examiners of
Professional Counselors, LR 14:85 (February 1988), amended by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of
Examiners of Professional Counselors LR 15:545 (July 1989), LR 22: (February 1996).

Peter Emerson, Ed.D., LPC

Board Chairman
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