RULE

Department of Transportation and Development
Highways/Engineering

Tourist Oriented Directional Signs (TODS)
(LAC 70:1.Chapter 2)

In accordance with the applicable provision of the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the
Department of Transportation and Development adopted arulein accordance with R.S. 48:461.2.
Title70
TRANSPORTATION
Part I11. Highways/Engineering

Chapter 2. Installation of Tourist Oriented Directional Signs (TODS)
§201. Purpose

The purpose of this directive is to establish policies for the installation of Tourist Oriented Directional
Signs (TODS) within state highway rights-of-way.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R. S. 48:461.2.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Transportation and Development, LR 12:1596 (December,
1993), amended LR 22:  (March 1996).

§202. Definitions

Except as defined in this paragraph, the terms used in this directive shall be defined in accordance with the
definitions and usage of the Louisiana Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).

Conventional Highway—any state maintained highway other than interstate.

Department—all references to “department” shall be interpreted to mean Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development.

Local Road—any roadway which is not part of the state maintained system.

Tourist Activities—publicly or privately owned or operated; natural phenomena, historic, cultural,
scientific, educational, or religious sites, and areas of national beauty or areas naturally suited for outdoor
recreation, as well as all associated business services, deemed to be in the interest of the traveling public, “the
major portion of whose income or visitors are derived during the normal business season from motorists not
residing in the immediate area of the activity."

Tourist Oriented Directional Signs (TODS)—official signing located within the state rights-of-way
giving specific directional information regarding tourist activities.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R. S. 48:461.2.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Transportation and Development, LR 12:1596 (December,
1993), amended LR 22:  (March 1996).

§203. General Eligilility Requirements

A. General. Tourist activities shall be open to all persons regardless of race, color, religion, ancestry,
nationa origin, sex, age or handicap; be neat, clean and pleasing in appearance; maintained in good repair;
and comply with all federal, state, and local regulations for public accommodations concerning health,
sanitation, safety, and access.

B. Types of attractions may include, but will not be limited to the following:

1. national historical sites, parks, cemeteries, monuments;

2. state historical sites, parks, monuments, cultural attractions;

3. aguariums, museums, zoos planetariums, and arboretums;

4. lakesand dams, recreational areas, beaches;

5. Indian sites, historical homes/buildings, gift/souvenir shops.

C. Admission Charges. If general admission is charged, charges shall be clearly displayed so as to be
apparent to prospective visitors at the place of entry.

D. Parking. Off-street parking adequate to handle the demand.

E. Hours. Tourist activities shall maintain regular hours and schedules and be open to the public at least
five days each week and a minimum of eight months of the year.

F. Illegal Signs. TOD sign applications will not be accepted if the tourist activity has any illegal
advertising signs on or along any state highway.

G. Insufficient Space. Preference will always be given to the erection of standard traffic signs (e.g.,
regulatory, warning, and guide signs) which may preclude the authorization of TODS since a space of 200
feet isrequired between all signs on conventional roads.

H. On-Premise Sign. Thetourist activity shall have on-premise sign identifying the name of the facility.

If the attraction’s on-premise sign is readily visible from the highway, a TOD sign is not normally required
in front of the attraction.

I. Trailblazing. Trailblazing needs will be determined by the department. The activity must provide all



trailblazing signs on local roads.

J. Returnin Same Direction of Travel. TOD signswill not be authorized for facilities if motorists cannot
readily return to the highway in the same direction of travel.

K. Onto Freeways. TOD signswill not be authorized to direct traffic onto a freeway or expressway.

M. Sign Design. TOD signswill be designed as follows:

1. Each sign should have one or two lines of legend. All signs shall have directional arrow with
mileage. If the distanceto the attraction is over ¥2 mile, the distance to the attraction to the nearest whole mile
shall be included below the arrow. The content of the legend shall be limited to the name of the attraction
and the directional information. If space exists on the second line, additional directional information may be
indicated, e.g., ¥4 mile on left, left on second street, etc. The maximum number of letters and spaces on a
given line will be about 18. Legends shall not include promotional advertising.

2. The standard sign will be 72 inches x 18 inches for conventional roads and 48 inches x 12 inches
for trailblazers. Letters, numbers, and arrows are to conform to the provisions in the Louisiana Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices and detailed drawings in Btandard Highway Signs book.

3. TODS shall have white reflectorized legend and borders on a blue reflectorized background, except
that a brown reflectorized background may be used for attraction signs for state and national parks or
recreational areas, and for historical sites.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R. S. 48:461.2.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Transportation and Development, LR 12:1596 (December,

1993), amended LR 22:  (March 1996).
§204. Location and Number of TODS on Conventional Highways

A. General. On conventional highways, TODS may be authorized for eligible attractions, directing
motorists from the nearest arterial highway from each approach to the attraction for a distance not to exceed
15 road miles.

B. Sign Location. Sign assemblies should be placed far enough in advance of the intersection to allow
time for the necessary maneuver. A minimum of 200 feet should be maintained between all signs.

C. Maximum Number of Signs. A maximum of six attractions will be authorized for signs on any
approach to an intersection.

D. SignAssemblies. TOD signs should normally be installed as independent sign assemblies as follows:

1. Signsshall beinstalled on one sign assembly with the signs with arrows pointing to the left above
those pointing to the right. If any straight ahead arrows are authorized, as in the case where the road turns
and the attraction's access is straight ahead, the sign for that attraction shall be installed above any signs for
attractions to the left or right.

2. If morethan six attractions qualify at a given location priority will be given to the closest attraction.

Once an attraction has been signed it has priority over subsequent attractions which are closer.

3. If more than one attraction existsin a given direction, the signs for the closer attraction should be
above the more distant attractions.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 48:461.2.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Transportation and Development, LR 12:1596 (December,

1993), amended LR 22:  (March 1996).
§205. Application Procedure

A. Application for TODS shall be submitted to LA DOTD Traffic Engineering and Safety Section or one
of the district traffic operations engineers.

B. Personnel assigned to the Office of DOTD Traffic Engineering and Safety Section will review the
application and afield check will be made by the district traffic operations engineer to verify information
provided and to collect additional data on existing conditions, including whether alocation for aTODS exist
at the requested intersection and what trailblazing will be necessary.

C. The department shall forward the application with information to the assistant secretary of the
Louisiana Office of Tourism.

D. Theassistant secretary of the Louisiana Office of Tourism will determine if the applicant qualifies as
atourist activity and make areport of its finding to the department.

E. TODS applications will accepted on a“first-come" basis.

F. All TODS signs shall be furnished by the businesses at no costs to the department and shall be
manufactured in accordance with the department's standards or special specifications and/or supplements
thereto, for both materials and construction. Signs not meeting these requirements shall not be installed.

G. Applicants must submit a layout of professional quality or other satisfactory evidence indicating design
of the proposed TODS sign for approval by the department before the sign is fabricated.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 48:461.2.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Transportation and Development, LR 12:1596 (December,

1993), amended LR 22:  (March 1996).
§206. Fees and Aggeements

The fees and renewal dates shall be established by the department. Notification will be given 30 days prior

to changesin fees.



1. The permittee will be invoiced for renewal, 30 days prior to the renewal date. The fee shall be
remitted by check or money order payable to the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development.
Failure of abusinessto submit the renewal fee(s) by the annual renewal date shall be cause for removal and
disposal of the TOD signs by the department. Theinitia fee shall be prorated by the department to the annual
renewal date to cover the period beginning with the month following the installation of the TOD signs.
Service fees will be charged for the removal and reinstallation of delinquent applicants.

2. When requested by the applicant, the department at its convenience may perform additional
requested services in connection with changes of the TOD sign, with a service charge per sign. A service
fee will be charged for removal and reinstallation of seasonal signs.

3. The department shall not be responsible for damages to TOD signs caused by acts of vandalism,
accidents, natural causes (including natural deterioration), etc., requiring repair or replacement. In such
events the business shall provide anew or renovated business sign together with payment of a service charge
fee per sign to the department to replace such damaged business sign(s).

4. Tourist attractions requesting placement of TOD signs shall submit to the department a completed
application form provided by the department. The required service charges for install ation must be submitted
prior to commencing work.

5. No TOD sign shall be displayed which, in the opinion of the department, does not conform to
department standards, is unsightly, badly faded, or in asubstantial state of dilapidation. The department shall
remove or replace any such TOD signs as appropriate. Removal shall be performed upon failure to pay any
fee or for violation of any provision of these rules.

6. WhenaTOD signisremoved, it will be taken to the district office of the district in which the activity
islocated. The applicant will be notified of such removal and given 30 days in which to pay the fees.

7. Should the department determine that trailblazing to atourist attraction is desirable, it shall be done
with an assembly (or series of assemblies) consisting of trailblazing signs or an acceptable alternate. The
attraction will be responsible for installing the signs on all local roads.

8. Should an attraction qualify for TOD signs at two locations, the TOD sign(s) will be erected at the
nearest location. If the applicant desires signing at the other location also, it may be so signed provided it
does not prevent another attraction from being signed.

9. When it comes to the attention of the department that a participating activity is not in compliance
with the minimum criteria, the applicant will be notified that it has a maximum of 30 days to correct any
deficiencies or its signs will be removed. If the applicant applies for reinstatement, this request will be
handled in the same manner as arequest from a new applicant.

10. The department reserves the right to cover or remove any or all TOD signs in the conduct of its
operations or whenever deemed to be in the best interest of the department or the traveling public without
advance notice thereof. The department reserves the right to terminate this program or any portion thereof
by furnishing the applicant, a written notice of such intent not less than 30 calendar days prior thereof.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 48:461.2.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Transportation and Development, LR 12:1596 (December,
1993), amended LR 22:  (March 1996).
§207. Otherlssuances Affected

All directives, memoranda or instructionsissued heretofore that conflict with this rule are hereby rescinded.
All existing supplemental guide signs which qualify under this rule, but are not TODS, shall be removed by
the department within two years, and may be replaced with TODS in accordance with these procedures.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 48:461.2.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Transportation and Development, LR 12:1596 (December,
1993), amended LR 22:  (March 1996).

Frank M. Denton

Secretary
9603#029



