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Executive Orders

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 01-28

Louisiana NFL Stadium Advisory Commission

WHEREAS, the state of Louisiana requires
additional information before it can properly assess whether
the best interests of the citizens of this state will be served
by developing a new National Football League stadium, or
by reengineering or renovating the Louisiana Superdome,
for a competitive home stadium environment for the New
Orleans Saints, (collectively hereafter "stadium options");
and

WHEREAS, the state of Louisiana would, therefore,
benefit from the services of an advisory commission
composed primarily of business, civic, and governmental
leaders, predominately selected from the greater New
Orleans area, charged with the duties of compiling and
evaluating factual data on the stadium options, identifying
funding sources to cover the cost of each of the stadium
options, identifying the terms, conditions, and funding
sources of short and long-term inducement packages to
accompany the stadium options, and submitting a report and
recommendation to the governor and the Louisiana
Legislature on the stadium options no later than January 15,
2003;

NOW THEREFORE I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR.,
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority
vested by the Constitution and laws of the state of Louisiana,
do hereby order and direct asfollows:

SECTION 1: The Louisiana NFL Stadium Advisory
Commission (hereafter "Commission") is established within
the executive department, Office of the Governor.

SECTION 2:

A. The Commission shall compile, and thoroughly and
objectively evaluate information and data on the feasibility,
desirability, and costs of three (3) options for providing a
competitive home stadium environment for the New Orleans
Saints:

1) developing a new National Football
stadium;

2) comprehensively reengineering the Louisiana
Superdome; and

3) renovating the Louisiana Superdome, particularly
in suite and club seating areas, (collectively hereafter
"stadium options").

B. TheCommission shall also:

1) identify and assess funding sources and/or
mechanisms to cover the costs of each stadium option;

2) describe in detail any legidlation that may be
needed for each of the stadium options; and

3) identify and assess the terms, conditions, and
funding sources of the short and long-term inducement
packages for the New Orleans Saints that accompany each
stadium option.

C. The Commission shall select the stadium option
that it findsto be in the best interest of the citizens of the

League
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state of Louisiana and recommend it to the governor and the
Louisiana Legislature. The recommendation shall include a
proposed time-table for the planning, construction, and
completion of the recommended stadium option. The
recommendation shall also include a complete proposal for
funding sources, necessary legislation, and short and long-
term financial inducements for the New Orleans Saints that
accompany the recommended stadium option.

D. Upon the reguest of the governor, the Commission
shall also recommend funding sources for short-term
inducements recommended by the governor for the New
Orleans Saints for the period pending and/or until executive
and/or legislative action is taken on the Commission's final
report and recommendation.

E  On or before January 15, 2003, the Commission
shall submit a final report and recommendation to the
governor and the Louisiana Legislature on the stadium
options and inducement packages. At its discretion, the
Commission may submit interim reports.

SECTION 3: The Commission shall be composed of
fifty-two (52) members appointed by and serving at the
pleasure of the governor, selected asfollows:

A. Ten (10) members of the Louisiana Legislature,
selected from the greater New Orleans areg;

B. Three (3) members of the Louisiana Legislature,
selected from the state of Louisianaat large;

C. The mayor of the city of New Orleans, or the
mayor's designee;

D. The president of the parish of Jefferson, or the
president's designes;

E  Two (2) members of the New Orleans City Council;
and

F. Thirty-five (35) notable citizens of the state of
Louisiana, predominately selected from the greater New
Orleans area, who have significant academic and/or
professional expertise in one (1) or more of the following
areas:

1. businessor industry;
2. government,

3. public administration;
4. law; and/or

5. economics.

SECTION 4:

A. The governor shall appoint the chair of the
Commission from its membership. All other officers, if any,
shall be elected by the members of the Commission from its
membership.

B. The governor shal aso appoint a non-voting
executive assistant to the Commission. The executive
assistant shall not be a member of the Commission.

SECTION5: The Commission shall meet at regularly
scheduled intervals and at the call of the chair.

SECTION 6:  Support staff, facilities, and resources
for the meetings of the Commission and the performance of
its duties shall be provided by the Louisiana Stadium and
Exposition District and/or the Office of the Governor.



SECTION 7:

A. Commission members and the executive assistant
shall not receive additional compensation or a per diem from
the Office of the Governor for serving on the Commission.

B. Commission members and the executive assistant
who are also an employee or elected public official of the
state of Louisiana or a political subdivision may seek
reimbursement of travel expenses, in accordance with PPM
49 or its equivalent, from their employing and/or elected
department, agency, and/or office.

C. Commissions members who are also a member of
the Louisiana Legislature may seek a per diem from the
House of Representatives or the Senate, as appropriate, for
their attendance at Commission meetings and/or service on
the Commission.

SECTION 8:  All departments, commissions, boards,
agencies, and officers of the state, or any politica
subdivision thereof, are authorized and directed to cooperate
with the Commission in implementing the provisions of this
Order.

SECTION 9: This Order is effective upon signature
and shal remain in effect until amended, modified,
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by
operation of law.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have set my hand
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the state
of Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on
this 25th day July, 2001.

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

ATTEST BY

THE GOVERNOR

Fox McKeithen

Secretary of State
0107#001

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 01-29

Bond AllocationC Louisiana Local
Government Environmental Facilities and
Community Development Authority

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1986
and Act 51 of the 1986 Regular Session of the Louisiana
Legislature, Executive Order No. MJF 96-25, as amended by
Executive Order No. MJF 2000-15, was issued to establish:

(1) a method for allocating bonds subject to private
activity bond volume limits, including the method of
allocating bonds subject to the private activity bond volume
limits for the calendar year of 2001 (hereafter Athe 2001
Ceiling0);

(2) the procedure for obtaining an allocation of
bonds under the 2001 Ceiling; and

(3) a system of central record keeping for such
alocations; and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Loca Government

1115

Environmental Facilities and Community Development
Authority has requested an allocation from the 2001 Ceiling
to be used to finance extending, rehabilitating, repairing, and
renewing the infrastructure of an existing crude oil
manufacturing facility located at 101 Ferry Road, Egan,
parish of Acadia, state of Louisiana, in accordance with the
provisions of Section 146 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, as amended,;

NOW THEREFORE, I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR,,
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the state of
Louisiana, do hereby order and direct asfollows:

SECTION 1: The bond issue, as described in this
Section, shall be and is hereby granted an allocation from the
private activity bond volume limits for the calendar year of
2001 asfollows:

Amount of Name of
Allocation Name of | ssuer Project
Louisiana Local Government Quantum Fuel
$10,000,000 Environmental Facilities and and
Community Development Authority Refining, Inc.
SECTION 2: The granted allocation shall be used

only for the bond issue described in Section 1 and for the
general purpose set forth in the "Application for Allocation
of a Portion of the State of Louisiana Private Activity Bond
Ceiling" submitted in connection with the bond issue
described in Section 1.

SECTION 3:  The granted allocation shall be valid
and in full force and effect through the end of 2001,
provided that such bonds are delivered to the initial
purchasers thereof on or before October 29, 2001.

SECTION 4: All references in this Order to the
singular shall include the plural, and all plural references
shall include the singular.

SECTION 5: The undersigned certifies, under penalty
of perjury, that the granted allocation was not made in
consideration of any bribe, gift, or gratuity, or any direct or
indirect contribution to any political campaign. The
undersigned also certifies that the granted allocation meets
the requirements of Section 146 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, as amended.

SECTION 6: This Order is effective upon signature
and shall remain in effect until amended, modified,
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by
operation of law.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have set my hand
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Sea of
Louisiana, at the Capital, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this
31st day of July, 2001.

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

ATTEST BY

THE GOVERNOR

Fox McKeithen

Secretary of State
0107#002
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Emergency Rules

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Agriculture and Forestry
Office of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences

ULV Malathion Aerial Application
(LAC 7:XXI11.145)

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B), and under the
authority of R.S. 3:3203, the Commissioner of Agriculture
and Forestry declares an emergency to exist and adopts by
emergency process the attached rules and regulations for the
application of an ultra low volume insecticide to be applied
to cotton fields infested with plant bugs.

The application of insecticides in accordance with the
current concentration regulations has not been sufficient to
control plant bugs. Failure to allow the concentrations in
ultra low volume ULV) malathion applications will alow
the plant bugs the opportunity to destroy the cotton during
the growing season. The destruction of the cotton crop or a
substantial portion of the cotton crop will cause irreparable
harm to the economy of Northern Louisiana and to
Louisiana Agricultural producers thereby creating an
imminent peril to the health and safety of Louisianacitizens.

These emergency rules become effective upon the
signature of the Commissioner and shall remain in effect for
30 days.

Title7
AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS
Part XXIII. Pesticide

Chapter 1. Advisory Commission on Pesticides
8145. Fixed Wing Aircraft; Standardsfor Commercial

Aerial Pesticide Applications

A.5.b.xxxvi.

c. malathion insecticide applied with the following
conditions to control plant bugsin cotton;

i. The Commissioner hereby declares that prior
to making any aerial application of ULV malathion to cotton,
the aerial owner/operator must first register such intent by
notifying the Division of Pesticides and Environmental
Programs ("DPEP') in writing. Upon notification, LDAF
shall inspect the aircraft prior to any ULV applications.

ii. Spray shall be applied, handled, and stored in
accordance with all conditions specified by State or Federal
regulations, including the strict observance of any buffer
zones that may beimplied.

iii. Aeria applicators shall strictly comply with
any and al restrictions or mitigative factors, in regard to
sensitive areas, including occupied buildings (churches,
schools, hospitals, and homes), lakes, reservoirs, farm ponds,
parks, and recreation areas that may be identified by
Commissioner, and such restriction and mitigation are to be
strictly complied with and observed by said aerial
applicators.

iv. Aerial applicators will adjust flight patterns, to
the degree possible, to avoid or minimize flying over
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sensitive areas. This restriction does not apply to overflight
between take-off and the commencement of spray
operations, or overflight between termination of spray
operations and landing.

v. Aeria applicators shall be aert to all conditions
that could cause spray deposit outside field boundaries and
use their good faith efforts, including adjustment or
termination of operations, to avoid spray deposit outside
field boundaries.

vi. There shall be no aerial spraying when wind
velocity exceeds 10 m.p.h.

vii. Aerial applicators will terminate application if
rainfall isimminent.

viii.  Insecticide spray will not be applied in fields
where people or animals are present. It is the applicators
responsibility to determine if people are present prior to
initiating treatment.

iX. Spraying will not be conducted in fields where
other aircraft are working.

X. All mixing, loading, and unloading will be in
an area where an accidental spill can be contained and will
not contaminate a stream or other body of water.

xi. All aerial applications of insecticide shall be at
an altitude not to exceed 5 feet above the cotton canopy.
However, in fields that are not near sensitive areas, if infield
obstructions nake the 5 foot aerial application height not
feasible, then the aerial height may be extended to such
height above the cotton canopy as is necessary to clear the
obstruction safely.

xii. The aircraft tank and dispersal system must be
completely drained and cleaned before loading. All hoses
shall be in good condition and shall be of a chemical
resistant type.

xiii. Insecticide tank(s) shall be leak-proof and
spray booms of corrosion resistant materials, such as
stainless steel, aluminum, or fiberglass. Sealants will be
tested before use.

xiv. The tank(s) in each aircraft shall be installed so
the tank(s) will empty in flight. Sight gauges or other means
shall be provided to determine the quantity contained in each
tank before reloading.

Xv. A drain valve shall be provided at the lowest
point of the spray system to facilitate the complete draining
of the tanks and system while the aircraft is parked so any
unused insecticide can be recovered.

xvi. A pump that will provide the required flow rate
at not less than 40 pounds per square inch (psi) during
spraying operation to assure uniform flow and proper
functioning of the nozzles. Gear, centrifugal or other rotary
types, will be acceptable on aircraft with a working speed
above 150 miles per hour.

xvii. ULV spraying systems with a pumping
capacity that exceeds the discharge calibration rate shall
have the bypass flow return to the tank bottom in a manner
that prevents aeration and/or foaming of the spray
formulation. Pumps utilizing hydraulic drive or other
variable speed drives are not required to have this bypass,



provided the pump speed is set to provide only the required
pressure and the system three-way valve is used for on/off
control at full throw position. Any bypass normally used to
circulate materials other than the ULV will be closed for
ULV spraying.

xviii. Spray booms will be equipped with the
quantity and type of spray nozzles specified by the Boll
Weevil Eradication Program. The outermost nozzles (left
and right sides) shall be equal distance from the aircraft
centerline and the distance between the two must not exceed
three-fourths of the overall wing span measurement. For
helicopters, the outermost nozzles must not exceed three-
fourths of the rotorspan. For both fixed wing and helicopters,
the program will accept the outermost nozzles between 60
percent and 75 percent of the wingspan/rotorspan. Longer
spray booms are acceptable provided modifications are made
to prevent the entrapment of air in the portion beyond the
outermost nozzle. Fixed wing aircraft not equipped with a
drop type spray boom may require drop nozzles in the center
section that will position the spray tips into smother air to
deliver the desired droplet size and prevent spray from
contacting the tail wheel assembly and horizontal stabilizer.
Most helicopters will be required to position the center
nozzles behind the fuselage and dropped into smooth air in
order to achieve the desired droplet size.

xix. Nozzles, diaphragms, gaskets, etc. will be
inspected regularly and replaced when there is evidence of
wear, swelling, or other distortion in order to assure
optimum pesticide flow and droplet size. Increasing pressure
to compensate for restricted flow is unacceptable. A positive
on/off system that will prevent dribble from the nozZes is
required.

xX. A positive emergency shut-off valve between
the tank and the pump, as close to the tank as possible. This
valve shal be controllable from the cockpit and
supplemented by check valves and flight crew training
which will minimize inadvertent loss of insecticide due to
broken lines or other spray system malfunction.

xxi. Bleedlinesin any point that may trap air on the
pressure side of the spraying system.

xXii. Anoperational pressure gauge with aminimum
operating range of 0 to 60 psi and a maximum of O to 100
psi visible to the pilot for monitoring boom pressure.

xxiii. A 50-mesh in-line screen between the pump
and the boom and nozzle screens as specified by the nozzle
manufacturer.

xxiv. Aircraft equipped so nozzle direction can be
changed from 45 degrees down and back to straight back
when it is necessary to change droplet size.

xxv. All nozzles not in use must be removed and the
openings plugged.

xxvi. Nozzletips for all insecticides shall be made of
stainless steel.
xxvii. Aircraft shall have an operational Differentially

Corrected Global Positioning System (DGPS) and flight data
logging software that will log and display the date and time
of the entire flight from take-off to landing and differentiate
between spray-on and spray-off.

xxviii. Aircraft shall have a DGPS with software
designed for parallel offset in increments equal to the
assigned swath width of the application aircraft. Fixed
towers, portable stations, satellite, Coast Guard, or other
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acceptable methods may provide differential correction.
However, the differential signal must cover the entire project
area. In fringe areas from the generated signal, an approved
repeater may be used. The system shall be sufficiently
sensitive to provide immediate deviation indications and
sufficiently accurate to keep the aircraft on the desired flight
path with an error no greater than 3 feet. Systems that do not
provide course deviation updates at one-second intervals or
lesswill not be accepted.

XXiX. A course deviation indicator (CDI) or a course
deviation light bar (also CDI) must be installed on the
aircraft and in alocation that will allow the pilot to view the
indicator with direct or peripheral vision without looking
down. The CDI must be capable of pilot selected
adjustments for course deviation indication with the first
indication at 3 feet or less.

xxx. The DGPS must display to the pilot a warning
when differential correction is lost, the current swath
number, and cross-track error. The swath advance may be set
manually or automatically. If automatic is selected, the pilot
must be able to override the advance mode to allow
respraying of single or multiple swaths.

xxxi. The DGPS must be equipped with a software
for flight data logging that has a system memory capable of
storing a minimum of 3 hours of continuous flight log data
with the logging rate set at one second intervals. The DGPS
shall automatically select and log spray on/off at one-second
intervals while ferry and turnaround time can be two-second
intervals. The full logging record will include position, time,
date, altitude, speed in M.P.H., crosstrack error, spray
on/off, aircraft number, pilot, job name or number, and
differential correction status. The flight data log software
shall be compatible with DOS compatible PC computers, dot
matrix, laser, or ink jet printers and plotters. The system
must compensate for the lag in logging spray on/off. The
system will display spray on/off at the field boundary
without a sawtooth effect. Must be capable to end log files,
rename, and start anew log in flight.

xxxii. The software must generate the map of the
entire flight within a reasonable time. Systems that require
five minutes or more to generate the map for a three-hour
flight on a PC (minimum a 386 microprocessor with 4 MB
of memory) will not be accepted. When viewed on the
monitor or the printed hard copy, the flight path will clearly
differentiate between spray on and off. The software must be
capable of replaying the entire flight in slow motion and stop
and restart the replay at any point during the flight. Must be
able to zoom to any portion of the flight for viewing in
greater detail and print the entire flight or the zoomed-in
portion. Must have a measure feature that will measure
distance in feet between swaths or any portion of the screen.
Must be able to determine the exact latitude/longitude at any
point on the monitor.

xxxiii.  Flight information software provided by the
applicator must have the capability to interface with
Maplnfo (version 3.0 or 4.0). The interface process must be
"user friendly", as personnel will be responsible to operate
the system in order to access the information.

xxxiv. Application of ULV malathion shall be at an
application rate of 12 oz. per acre with no dilutions or tank
mixes.
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xxxv. Applications of ULV malathion shall not be
made prior to sunrise on July 31, 2001 and shall not be made
after sunset on August 30, 2001.

xxxvi. Applications of ULV malathion shall
restricted to seven day intervals.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
3:3203.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences, LR 18:953 (September 1992), amended LR 21:927
(September 1995), LR 26:1964 (September 2000), LR 27:

be

Bob Odom

Commissioner
01084008

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Agriculture and Forestry
Office of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences

Contracts for Termite Control Work (LAC 7:XXV.119)

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953 (B), and under
the authority of R.S. 3:3203, the Commissioner of
Agriculture and Forestry declares an emergency to exist and
adopts by emergency process the attached rules and
regulations to include both native subterranean
(reticulitermes) and Formosan (coptotermes) termites under
the protection of termite contracts issued by pest control
operators.

Formosan termites cross all racial, ethnic, financial, and
cultural barriers and have caused millions of dollars of
damage to historic as well as business and residential areas.
Formosan termites are known to infest 32 parishes in
Louisiana. The number of parishes with infestations
continues to increase with outbreaks in northeastern and
western parishes this year. The Formosan termite continues
to spread into areas that have not been considered to be
Formosan areas. The destructive power of the Formosan
termite and the swiftness of that destruction have been
clearly documented. While al citizens are affected, the poor
and the elderly face a higher risk of harm, including personal
injury. The poor and elderly, in many cases, do not have the
financial resourcesto repair the damage caused by Formosan
termites or to stop their destructive activities. Asaresult the
homes of the poor and elderly are subject to collapse or to
such latent defects, such as weakened floors to cause the
homes to be an imminent threat to the physical health and
safety of such citizens.

The current state standard termite contracts for post-
construction (liquid ground and bait treatments) covers only
the native subterranean termite. However, the termiticides
and the specifications for their applications are the same for
both native subterranean and Formosan termites. Allowing
pest control operators to continue to exclude Formosan
termites from contracts for termite control work will provide
neither the pest control operator nor the customers with any
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significant economic benefit. With the continued spread of
Formosan termites the likelihood of contentious litigations
will dramatically increase as pest control operators and their
customers battle over whether a termite infestation is or is
not covered under the termite contract. The cost of this
litigation to both the pest control operator and the customer,
as well as the deterioration of the public’s trust in the pest
control industry creates an imminent threat to the public
welfare of the citizens of this state. Because the destruction
or potential destruction of Louisiana homes and businesses
by the Formosan termite will cause irreparable harm to the
economy of Louisiana and to the real estate values of those
structures; subject the poor and elderly to physical harm and
injury; and spawn time consuming and costly litigation
thereby creating an imminent peril to the health, safety and
welfare of Louisiana citizens the Structural Pest Control
Commission hereby issues these emergency rules.

These emergency rules become effective on September 1,
2001 and shall remain in effect for 120 days or until these
rules are adopted through the normal promulgation process.

Title7
AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS
Part XXV. Structural Pest Control
Chapter 1. Structural Pest Control Commission
8119. Contractsfor Termite Control Work

A. The licensee must enter into a written agreement for
termite work with the property owner employing him, which
agreement must:

1. be in a form provided or approved by the
commission;

2. guarantee performance for a period of not less than
one year after the treatment is made;

3. guarantee treatment of the property in accordance
with minimum specifications for termite control work set
forth in 8141 hereof; and

4. provide for at least one inspection of the property
prior to expiration of the agreement;

5. each contract must include an inspection diagram.

6. Contracts shall provide for the treatment of all
subterranean termites.

B. Each contract for termite control work shall cover
only one unit or one individual property, provided that the
contract may include a garage appurtenant to the unit or
individual property.

C. Contracts for spot termite treatments must guarantee
the areatreated for a period of one year.

D. The licensee must report to the commission, no later
than the tenth day of each month, each contract for termite
work that he has entered into and performed during the
previous month. If no contracts were entered into or
performed during the previous month, the licensee must
report this fact to the commission no later than the tenth of
each month.

E The licensee shall pay a $5 fee for each standard
contract reported under §119.D above when the required

monthly report isfiled.
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
3:3302 and R.S. 3:3306.



HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Agriculture, Structural Pest Control Commission, LR 11:328 (April
1985), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry,
Structural Pest Control Commission, LR 15:957 (November 1989),
LR 27:

Bob Odom

Commissioner
0108#074

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Student Financial Assistance Commission
Office of Student Finanical Assistance

Scholarship/Grant Programs
(LAC 28:1V.101-111, 301, 501-509, 701-705, 801, 805,
901-911, 1101-1111, 1301-1305, 1501, 1503, 1701-1705,
1901, 1903, 2101-2109, 2113, 2115, 2301-2313)

The Louisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission
(LASFAC) is exercising the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act [R.S. 49:953(B)] to amend
and repromulgate the rules of the Scholarship/Grant
programs (R.S. 17:3021-3026, R.S. 3041.10-3041.15, and
R.S. 17:3042.1, R.S. 17:3048.1).

The emergency rules are necessary to implement statutory
changes enacted during the 2001 Regular Session of the
Legislature. A delay in promulgating rules would have an
adverse impact on the financia welfare of the eligible
students and the financial condition of their families. The
commission has, therefore, determined that these emergency
rules are necessary in order to prevent imminent financial
peril to the welfare of the affected students.

This declaration of emergency is effective August 2, 2001,
and shall remain in effect for the maximum period allowed
under the Administrative Procedure Act.

Title 28
EDUCATION
Part IV. Student Financial AssistanceCHigher
Education Scholar ship and Grant Programs
Chapter 1. Scope
8101. Introduction

A. Statutory Authority. The Louisiana Student Financial
Assistance Commission (LASFAC) was created by Chapter
20, Higher Education Assistance, Louisiana Revised Statutes
of 1950, comprised of R.S. 17:3021-3036, for the purpose of
supervising, controlling, directing and administering state
and federal programs to provide loans to assist persons in
meeting the expenses of higher education, and state and
federal scholarship and grant programs for higher education.
The Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance
(LOSFA), under authority of the commission, administers
state and federal postsecondary student scholarship, grant
and loan programs.

B. Agency's Mission Statement. The mission of LOSFA
is to provide resources to Louisiana residents for the pursuit
of postsecondary education.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1897 (October 1998)., repromul gated 27:
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8103. Purpose

A. LAC 28IV provides the rules and regulations
governing participation in the scholarship and grant
programs administered by LASFAC including, but not
limited to:

1. applicants and recipients;

2. high school counselors;

3. principals and headmasters;

4. superintendents;

5. college and university financial aid directors and
staff; and

6. federal and state authorities.

B. LAC 28:IV was developed to meet the following
objectives:

1. establish scholarship and grant policies and
procedures that implement and explain or interpret statutes,

2. define the program responsibilities of participants
(applicants, recipients, and high school, school board and
postsecondary institution officials);

3. ensure that scholarships and grants are awarded in
accordance with statute and legislative intent;

4. establish procedures to monitor the performance of
scholarship and grant recipients;

5. ensure compliance with statutory and regulatory
provisions governing the administered programs.

C. Since these rules and regulations can neither
anticipate nor address every situation that might be
encountered in the administration of the scholarship and
grant programs included herein, participants in doubt about
the applicability or interpretation of a rule or regulation in
LAC 28:1V are advised to contact LOSFA for guidance.

D. LAC 28IV shall be amended and updated as
necessary. Such updates will be forwarded to institutions in
the form of Scholarship and Grant Program Memoranda
(SGPM), or Tuition Opportunity Program for Students
(TOPS) Bulletins. These Memoranda and bulletins will
cover additions, deletions, revisions and clarifications to the
rules and regulations. In compliance with Act 1302 of the
1999 Regular Session of the Legislature, information shall
be mailed to the President and Superintendent of each City
and Parish School Board in the State, the principal and
counselors of each high school in the state, the Chancellor,
Director of Financia Aid, Business Office, Auditor and
Registrar of each public postsecondary school in the state
and each regionally accredited independent college or
university which is a member of the Louisiana Association
of Independent Colleges and Universities.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1897 (October 1998), LR 26:65 (January 2000),
LR 27:

8105. EffectiveDate

A. These rules and regulations are effective for awards
beginning with the 1998-99 academic year.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1898 (October 1998)., repromulgated LR 27:
§107. Authority to Audit

A. By participating in the scholarship and grant
programs administered by LASFAC and described in LAC
281V, all participants, including high schools and
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postsecondary institutions, grant LASFAC and the Louisiana
legislative auditor the right to inspect records and perform
on-site audits of each institution's administration of the
programs for the purpose of determining the institution's
compliance with state law and LASFAC's rules and
regulations.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998),
amended L R:24:1898 (October 1998)., repromulgated LR 27:
8109. Discrimination Prohibition

A. The exclusion of a person from equal opportunity for
a Louisiana scholarship and/or grant program administered
by LASFAC because of race, religion, sex, handicap,
national origin or ancestry is prohibited. No policy or
procedure of this agency shall be interpreted as superseding
or contradicting this prohibition.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1898 (October 1998)., repromulgated LR 27:
8111. Criminal Penalties

A. All certifications of student performance which are
submitted to LASFAC for the purpose of determining a
student's eligibility for an award under a student aid program
administered by LASFAC shall be by sworn affidavit of the
certifying official and such official shall be subject to
criminal law applicable to false swearing.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance LR
24:632 (April 1998), amended LR 24:1898 (October 1998),
repromulgated LR 27:

Chapter 3. Definitions
8301. Definitions

A. Where the masculine is used, in these rules, it
includes the feminine, and vice versa; where the singular is
used, it includes the plural, and vice versa.

Academic Year (College)Cthe two- and four-year
college and university academic year begins with the fall
term of the award year, includes the winter term, if
applicable, and concludes with the completion of the spring
term of the award year. The two- and four-year college and
university academic year does not include summer sessions
nor intersessions.

Academic Year (High School)Cthe annual academic
year for high school begins with the fall term includes the
winter and spring terms and ends at the conclusion of the
summer term, in that order. This definition is not to be
confused with the Louisiana Department of Education's
definition of school year, which is found in Louisiana
Department of Education Bulletin 741.

ACT ScoreCthe highest composite score achieved by the
student on the official ACT test (including National,
International, Military or Special test types) or an equivalent
score, as determined by the comparison tables used by
LASFAC, on an equivalent Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT).
ACT or SAT test scores which are unofficial, including so-
called "residual" test scores, are not acceptable for purposes
of determining program eligibility.

Average Award AmountCfor those students with a TOPS
Opportunity, Performance, or Honors Award attending a
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regionally accredited independent college or university in
this state which is a member of the Louisiana Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities and enrolled in a
program for a vocational or technical education certificate or
diploma or a non-academic undergraduate degree, the
average maximum tuition, as determined by the agency,
charged to full time students attending public postsecondary
institutions for technical training that offer a vocational or
technical education certificate or diploma program or a hon-
academic undergraduate degree.

Average Award Amount (TOPSTech)Cfor those
students with the TOPS-Tech Award attending an eligible
college or university that offers an academic undergraduate
degree at the baccalaureate level or higher and enrolled in a
program for a vocational or technical education certificate or
diploma or a non-academic undergraduate degree, the total
dollar value of awards made under TOPS-Tech in the prior
academic year to students attending public colleges and
universities that do not offer academic degrees at the
baccalaureate level, divided by the total number of students
that received the awards.

Award AmountCan amount equal to Tuition at the
school attended, for those students attending a Louisiana
public college or university, as determined by the
commission, which may be used by the student to pay any
educational expense included in that student's "Cost of
Attendance." The amount paid for TOPS and TOPS-Tech
Awards shall be asfollows.

a For students with the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance, and Honors Award attending a Louisiana
public college or university and enrolled in an academic
degree program, the amount shall equal the actual cost of
tuition.

b. For students with the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance, and Honors Award attending a regionally
accredited independent college or university in Louisiana
that is a member of the Louisiana Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities and enrolled in an
academic degree program, the amount shall equal the
Weighted Average Award Amount.

c. For students with the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance, and Honors Award attending a Louisiana
public college or university and enrolled in a program for a
vocational or technical education certificate or diplomaor a
non-academic undergraduate degree, the amount shall equal
the actual cost of tuition.

d. For students with the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance, and Honors Award attending a regionally
accredited independent college or university in Louisiana
that is a member of the Louisiana Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities and enrolled in a
program for a vocational or technical education certificate or
diploma or a non-academic undergraduate degree, the
amount shall equal the Average Award Amount.

e. For students with the TOPS-Tech Award attending
an eligible public college or university that does not offer an
academic undergraduate degree at the baccalaureate level or
higher and enrolled in a program for a vocational or
technical education certificate or diploma or a non-academic
undergraduate degree, the amount shall equal the actual cost
of tuition.



f. For students with a TOPS-Tech Award attending an
Eligible College or University that offers an academic
undergraduate degree at the baccalaureate level or higher
and enrolled in a program for a vocational or technical
education certificate or diploma or a non-academic
undergraduate degree, the amount shall equal the Average
Award Amount (TOPS Tech).

g. For students with the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance, and Honors Award enrolled in a Louisiana
professional school, the amount shall be equal to the tuition
charged for a student while pursuing a baccalaureate degree
at the highest cost public school or the Weighted Average
Award Amount, depending upon whether the Louisiana
professional school isa public or private school.

BESECBoard of Elementary and Secondary Education,
elected and appointed body with statutory oversight of
Louisiana special, elementary and secondary schools.

Cost of AttendanceCthe total amount it will cost a
student to go to school, usually expressed as an academic
year figure. This cost is determined by the school in
compliance with Title IV of the Higher Education Act of
1965, as amended, and is annually updated and adopted by
the ingtitution. The cost of education covers tuition and fees,
on-campus room and board (or a housing and food
alowance for off-campus students) and allowances for
books, supplies, transportation, child care, costs related to a
disability, and miscellaneous expenses. Also included are
reasonable costs for eligible programs of study abroad. An
alowance (determined by the school) is included for
reasonable costs connected with a student's employment as
part of acooperative education program.

Cumulative College/University Grade Point AverageC
the calculation of grade point average by a Reporting
Institution for all courses taken at postsecondary institutions
to determine whether a student has maintained Steady
Academic Progress and whether a student has met the
minimum grade point average required to maintain
eligibility for continuation of a TOPS Award. The
cumulative grade point average must be calculated on a 4.00
scale and must include all courses from all postsecondary
institutions attended for which a student has been awarded a
grade. Courses taken at a college or university other than the
Reporting Institution while the student was till in high
school and at postsecondary institutions other than the
Reporting Institution must ke included in the calculation,
even if the Reporting Institution does not recognize the
course(s) for graduation purposes. Courses taken on a
pass/fail basis are not considered in the calculation of the
cumulative grade point average.

Cumulative High Schod Grade Point AverageCthe fina
cumulative high school grade point average calculated on a
4.00 scale for all courses attempted, including each course
that is repeated. Effective for high school graduates
beginning with the Academic Year (High School) 2002-
2003, the Cumulative High School Grade Point Average
shall be calculated by using only the course grades achieved
for those courses included in the core curriculum. In the
event a student has received credit for more than 16.5 hours
of courses that are included in the core curriculum, the
Cumulative High School Grade Point Average shall be
calculated by using the course in each core curriculum
category for which the student received the highest grade.
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For example, if a student has taken more than one Advanced
Mathematics course, the Cumulative Grade Point Average
shall be determined by using only the course in which the
student has received the highest grade. In the event a student
takes the same core course more than one time, the
Cumulative High School Grade Point Average shall be
calculated using the average of the grades earned in each
repeated course. For example, a student who earns an "F” in
Algebra | and who earns a "B” by repeating the course
would add "0" for the "F” to "3" for the "B” and divide by
two, resulting ina"1.5" grade for calculating the Cumulative
Grade Point Average.

a.  For those high schools that utilize other than a
4.00 scale, al grade values must be converted to a 4.00 scale
utilizing the following formula:

QualityPoints Awarded for theCourse _ X (ConvertedQuality Points)
Maxi mumPointsPossible for theCourse 4.00(MaximumScal )

b. For schools avarding a maximum of 5 points for
honors courses, the formula would be used to convert the
honors course grade of “C” as shown in the following
example.

300 X

5.00 4.00
By cross multiplying,
5X=12; X=240

Quality points = Credit for course multiplied by the
value assigned to the letter grade.

Dependent StudentCa student who is dependent on his
or her parents or legal guardian for support and therefore is
required to include parental information on the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or renewal
FAFSA.

Disabled StudentCa student who has one or more
learning, visual, hearing, or physical disabilities diagnosed
by a person licensed or certified to diagnose such disability,
when the diagnosis states the need for the student to be
provided special accommodations relative to the curriculum
requirement.

Eligible Colleges or UniversitiesCLouisiana public
colleges or universities and regionally accredited
independent colleges or universities in the state that are
members of the Louisiana Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities.

Eligible NoncitizenCan individual who can provide
documentation from the Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS) that he is in the U.S. for other than a
temporary purpose with the intention of becoming a citizen
or permanent resident. Including, but not limited to,
refugees, persons granted asylum, Cuban-Haitian entrants,
temporary residents under the recent Immigration Reform
and Control Act of 1986, and others. A permanent resident of
the U.S. must provide documentation from the INS to verify
permanent residency. For 1997, 1998, and 1999 high school

Louisiana Register Vol. 27, No. 08 August 20, 2001



graduates, an Eligible Noncitizen shall be treated as meeting
the citizenship requirements for an award under this Part.

Eligible Non-Louisiana High School and Eligible Out of
Sate High School and Eligible Out of Country High
SchoolCsee  81701.A.3., 1701.A4., and 1701.A5,
respectively.

Exceptional ChildCa student defined as an exceptional
child in accordance with R.S.17:1943(2), excluding gifted
and talented.

Expected Family Contribution (EFC)Can amount,
determined by a formula established by Congress, that
indicates how much of afamily's financial resources should
be available to help pay for the student’s cost of attendance.
Factors such as taxable and nontaxable income, assets (such
as savings and checking accounts), and benefits (for
example, unemployment or Social Security) are all
considered in this calculation.

Fee ScheduleCa listing of the actual tuition and
mandatory fees for attendance at a postsecondary school as
defined by the institution.

First-Time FreshmanCa student who is awarded TOPS
Opportunity, Performance, or Honors and enrolls for the
first-time as a full-time freshman in an academic program in
a postsecondary school subsequent to high school
graduation, and continues to be enrolled full-time at the end
of the fourteenth class day (ninth class day for Louisiana
Tech) or enrolls for the first time, full-time in a Louisiana
public community or technical college that offers a
vocational or technical education certificate or diploma
program or a non-academic undergraduate degree to pursue
a skill, occupational training, or technical training
subsequent to high school graduation. A student who is
awarded TOPS Opportunity, Performance, or Honors and
beginsin an academic program in a postsecondary college or
university in a summer session will be considered a First-
Time Freshman for the immediately succeeding fall term. A
student who is awarded TOPS Opportunity, Performance, or
Honors and begins in a non-academic program in a
postsecondary school in a summer term will be considered a
First-Time Freshman at the time of such enrollment. The fact
that a student enrolls in a postsecondary school prior to
graduation from high school and/or enrolls less than full
time in a postsecondary school prior to the required date for
full time enroliment shall not preclude the student from
being a First-Time Freshman.

First-Time SudentCa student who is awarded TOPS-
TECH and enrolls for the first time, full -time in a Louisiana
public community or technical college that offers a
vocational or technical education certificate or diploma
program or a non-academic undergraduate degree to pursue
a skill, occupational training, or technical training
subsequent to high school graduation, and continues to be
enrolled full-time. The fact that a student who is awarded
TOPS-TECH enrolls in an academic progran a a
postsecondary school prior or subsequent to graduation from
high school, but prior to the required date for full time
enrollment in a Louisiana public community or technical
college that offers a vocational or technical education
certificate or diploma programn or a nhon-academic
undergraduate degree, shall not preclude the student from
being a First-Time Student.
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Full-Time StudentC

a a student enrolled in an institution of higher
education who is carrying a full-time academic workload as
determined by the school under the standards applicable to
all students enrolled;

b for continuation purposes, a student must be
enrolled full-time at the end d the fourteenth class day
(ninth class day for Louisiana Tech or Louisiana Technical
College);

c. for continuation purposes, a student is considered
to have met the full -time requirement if by the completion of
the academic year he has earned at least 24 hours of total
credit as reported by the institution for the fall and spring
semesters at ingtitutions defining 12 semester hours as the
minimum for standing as a full-time undergraduate or as
reported by the institution for the fall, winter and spring
quarters at institutions defining 8 quarter hours as the
minimum for standing as a full-time undergraduate. For
purposes of TOPS and except where specified otherwise
within these rules, a student shall be credited for hours
earned as reported by the institution which the student
attends in accordance with that institution’s published
policies. Students should be aware that these policies may
differ depending on the school the student attends. (see
705.A.7., 705.D., 805.A.7., and 907.A.2. for more expanded
TOPS requirements);

d. for programs which permit graduate study, a
graduate student must have earned at least 18 hours of total
credit during the fall, winter and spring terms;

e. aworkload of at least 30 clock hours per week is
the full -time equivalent at atechnical college;

f. astudent enrolled in two or more institutions of
higher education when such multiple enrollment is necessary
for the student to gain access to the courses required for
completion of the degree in the chosen discipline and where
the total number of hours earned at all institutions during the
academic year is the equivalent of carrying a full-time
academic workload as determined by the institution which
will award the degree.

High School GraduateCfor the purposes of these rules,
is defined as a student certified by award of a high school
diploma to have satisfactorily completed the required units
at a high school meeting the eligibility requirements of these
rules or a student who has completed a BESE-approved
home study program in accordance with the requirements of
this Chapter and has reported such to BESE. A student who
graduates at any time during an Academic Year (High
School) shall be deemed to have graduated on May 31% of
that year for the purpose of applying deadlines. For he
purpose of determining when a student must begin
postsecondary enrollment, all students that report completion
of an approved home study program to BESE during an
Academic year (High School) are deemed to have graduated
on May 31* of that year.

Independent StudentCa student who meets at least one
of the criteria listed in Subparagraphs a. - f. or has been
determined independent by a financial aid officer exercising
professional judgment in accordance with applicable
provisions of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as
amended:



a. reached 24 years of age prior to January of the
year preceding the academic year for which the student is
applying for aid;

b. isaveteran of the U.S. Armed Forces, including
a student who was activated to serve in Operation Deset
Storm;

c. isan orphan or award of the court or was a ward
of the court until age 18;

d. haslegal dependents other than a spouse;

e. isagraduate or professional student;

f. ismarried.

Legal GuardianCan adult appointed by a court of
competent jurisdiction to have custody and care of a minor,
and who demonstrates the requirement to provide the
primary support for such minor. Also referred to as a court
ordered custodian.

Louisiana ResidentC

a any independent student or any dependent
student with at least one parent or court ordered custodian
who has resided in the state for a minimum of 24
consecutive months immediately preceding the month of
high school graduation or the month of May in the Academic
Year (High School) that a student completes a home study
program or some other period of residency which is required
to qualify the person for a specific program administered by
the LASFAC. To qualify for a program under Part IV of
these rules, in addition to the certification of residency found
on the application form, the administering agency may
require an independent student applicant or the parent(s) or
legal guardian of a dependent student applicant to show
proof of residency. Residency may be established by
completion of a standard affidavit developed by the
administering agency. Such affidavits must be completed in
their entirety by the independent student applicant or by at
least one parent or legal guardian of the dependent student
applicant and be sworn to and notarized by a licensed notary
public. Further, the affiant shall be required to submit
records in support of the affidavit to include the following
records and such other records as may be required by the
administering agency:

i. if registered to vote, a Louisiana voters

registration card; and

ii. if licensed to drive a motor vehicle, a Louisiana
driver'slicense; and

iii. if owning a motor vehicle located in Louisiana,
aLouisianaregistration for that vehicle; and

iv. if earning a reportable income, a Louisiana tax
return.

b. any member of the Armed Forces on active duty
who is a resident of Louisiana as demonstrated by the
member's DD Form 2058 validated by the member’'s
military personnel officer, whose official military personnel
or pay records show that the member claims Louisiana ashis
home of record, and who has filed a Louisiana tax return for
the most recent two years in compliance with a.iv, above.

c. any member of the Armed Forces who is stationed
in Louisiana under permanent change of station orders and
who, not later than sixty days after reporting to such station,
changes his military DD Form 2058 to reflect Louisiana as
his state of legal residence, and complies with all Louisiana
income tax laws and regulations while stationed in
Louisiana. A copy of a completed residency affidavit, a copy
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of the Permanent Change of Station (PCS) Orders, and a DD
Form 2058 validated by the member’s military personnel
officer and showing Louisiana as the member’s state of legal
residence, must be submitted to the Louisiana Office of
Student Financial Assistance (LOSFA) at the time the
service member’s dependent applies for TOPS. The DD
Form 2058 must reflect that it was filed within sixty days
after the member reported to duty at a duty station in
Louisiana.

d. aparent or court-ordered custodian who is living
outside the United States and its territories, is actively
engaged in work or another activity on behalf of a Louisiana
employer or sponsor, and is not on active duty with the
United States armed forces, may meet the residency
requirement for dependent students by providing a sworn
affidavit with supporting evidence that the parent or court-
ordered custodian complies with all of the following:

i. wasaresident of Louisiana who actually lived
in Louisiana for at least the twenty-four months preceding
the date he started the work or activity outside the United
States and itsterritories.

ii. was assigned duties outside the United States
and its territories by a Louisiana employer or sponsor and
continues to be employed by the employer or perform duties
for the sponsor through the date of the student’s graduation
from high school or completion of a home study program
approved by BESE.

iii. has remained a resident of Louisiana through
the date of the student’s graduation from high school or
completion of a home study program approved by the State
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education. Evidence
may include a Louisiana voters registration card, a Louisiana
driver's license, a Louisiana registration for an owned
vehicle, a Louisiana tax return, notarized affidavits, copies
of correspondence from the employer or sponsor providing
the reason for living outside the United States and its
territories and the time period of the work or activity, copies
of visas, copies of foreign housing documentation, and
copies of other documents that demonstrate a presence in
Louisiana or a foreign country during the required period of
time.

Merit Ranking FormulaCa mathematical eguation
incorporating selected merit factors which is used to rank
eligible applicants in the priority by which competitive
scholarships are to be awarded. As of July 1, 1997, the TOPS
Teacher Award and Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship
are the only programs in which applicants are competitively
ranked. The following formulas for the merit ranking of
scholarship applicants provide for the equating of scores for
high school graduating seniors and college students.

a Formula ICapplies to applicants for the
Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship with less than 24
hours of graded college credit and to applicants for the
TOPSC Teacher Award with less than 48 hours of graded
college credit:

ACT
36

HSGPA
4.00

Merit Score

= ((( ) x 60) + ((

) X 40))

b. Formula IICapplies to applicants for the
Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship with 24 or more
hours of graded college credit and to applicants for the
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TOPS Teacher Award with 48 or more hours of graded
college credit:

GPA

Merit Score= (((Collegem) x90)+ ((

Colleg4eLeveI )x10))

c. Formula Il1Capplies to applicants for the TOPS
Teacher Award. For those applicants majoring in math or
chemistry, an additional 10 points are added to the merit
score determined by Formula |l or |1, resulting in an adjusted
merit score.

d. Applicants merit scores are ranked in descending
order with the applicant with the highest merit score ranked
first. The number of applicants selected for award is
dependent upon the amount of award funds available.

Monetary RepaymentCfor purposes of the Rockefeller
State Wildlife Scholarship and TOPS Teacher Award
Programs, repaying the scholarship funding received, plus
any interest accrued under the terms of the promissory note
signed by the recipient, if the recipient fails to fulfill the
terms of the program. See Repayment.

OrphanCa person who does not live with either parent
because the parent(s) is/are dead or has/have abandoned him
or the parental rights of the parent(s) has/have been severed
by competent authority.

Over AwardCfor the purposes of LAC 28:1V, an over
award occurs when a student received financial aid in excess
of the cost of attendance as established in accordance with
federal Title IV regulations or an award under state programs
to which the student was not entitled.

Program Year (Non-Academic Program)Cthe schedule
of terms during a year leading to a vocational or technical
education certificate or diploma or a non-academic
undergraduate degree for such programs offered by Eligible
Colleges and Universities, beginning with the fall term,
including the winter and spring terms, and concluding with
the summer term or the equivalent schedule at an institution
which operates on units other than terms.

Qualified Summer SessionCthose summer sessions for
which the student's institution certifies that:

a. the summer session is required in the student’s
degree program for graduation and the student enrolled for at
least the minimum number of hours required for the degree
program for the session; or

b. the student can complete his program’s
graduation requirements in the summer session; or

c. the course(s) taken during the summer session is
required for graduation in the program in which the student
isenrolled and is only offered during the summer session.

RefundCa refund of school charges that the school
makes to a student or to a creditor on behalf of the student,
usually after the student has withdrawn from school. The
refund to the student is the difference between the amount
the student paid toward school charges minus the amount the
school keeps for the portion of the payment period that the
student was enrolled.

RepaymentCthe amount of the cash disbursement that a
student must pay back to the school if the student withdraws
from the program. If the cash disbursement was greater than
the student's cost of attendance (student's education costs
above and beyond the amount of tuition and fees) up to the
withdrawal date, the student must repay the excess amount.
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The actual amount of the refund/repayment is determined
according to the school's policy in accordance with federal
regulations. See Monetary Repayment.

Reporting InstitutionCThe postsecondary institution
required by Section 1903.A of these rules to report a
student's College/University Cumulative Grade Point
Average.

Seady Academic ProgressCthe maintenance of a
minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.00 on a 4.00
scale. Students will be required to maintain Steady
Academic Progress effective for the beginning of the 1999
Fall Semester.

Substantial Financial NeedCfor purposes of the LEAP
(formerly SSIG) program only, substantial financial need is
the difference between the student's cost of attendance and
the sum of that student's expected family contribution
(EFC), plus other student aid the student is due to receive.
The difference thus computed must exceed $199.

TuitionCthe fee charged each student by a
postsecondary institution to cover the student’s share of the
cost of instruction, including all other mandatory enrollment
fees charged to all students, except for the Technology Fee
authorized by Act 1450 of the 1997 Regular Session of the
Legislature, which were in effect as of January 1, 1998, and
any changes in the cost of instruction authorized by the
legislature and implemented by the institution after that date.

Undergraduate StudentCa student who has not
completed the requirements for a baccalaureate degree
program.

Weighted Average Award AmountCfor those students
with the TOPS Opportunity, Performance, and Honors
Award attending a regionally accredited independent college
or university in this state which is a member of the Louisiana
Assaciation of Independent Colleges and Universities and
enrolled in an academic program, the tota dollar value of
awards made under TOPS in the prior academic year,
excluding award stipends, to students attending public
colleges and universities that offer academic degrees at the
baccalaureate level, divided by the total number of students

that received the awards.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1898 (October 1998), LR 24:2237 (December
1998), LR 25:256 (February 1999), LR 25:654 (April 1999), LR
25:1458, 1460 (August 1999), LR 25:1794 (October 1999), LR
26:65 (January 2000), LR 26:688 (April 2000), LR26:1262 (June
2000), LR 26:1601 (July 2000), LR 26:1993, 1999 (September
2000), LR 26:2268 (October 2000), LR 26: 2752 (December 2000),
LR 27:36 (January 2001), LR 27:284 (March 2001), LR 27:

Chapter 5. Application; Application Deadlinesand
Proof of Compliance
8501. Application

A. Initial Application. All new applicants for Louisiana
scholarship and grant programs must apply for federal aid by
completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) for the academic year following the year the
student graduated from high school. For example, if the
student will graduate from high school in school year 2000-
2001, submit the 2001-2002 version of the FAFSA.

1. All applicants (except those students who can
demonstrate that they do not qualify for federal grant aid



because of their family’s financial condition) must complete
all applicable sections of theinitial FAFSA.

2. Students who can demonstrate that they do not
qualify for federal grant aid because of their family's
financial condition must complete all applicable sections of
theinitial FAFSA except those sections related to the income
and assets of the applicant and the applicant’s parents.

3. Intheevent of abudgetary shortfall, applicants who
do not complete all sections of the FAFSA will be the first
denied a TOPS award.

B. Renewal Application

1. In order to remain eligible for TOPS awards, a
student must file a renewal FAFSA by the deadline set in
8503 (unless the student can demonstrate that he does not
qualify for federal grant aid because of his family’s financial
condition).

2. Students who can demonstrate that they do not
qualify for federal grant aid because of their family’s
financial condition are not required to submit a renewal
FAFSA.

3. In the event of a budgetary shortfall, applicants
who do not filea FAFSA or who do not complete all sections
of the FAFSA will be the first denied a TOPS award.

C. Thedeadline for priority consideration for state aid is
published in the FAFSA's instructions and may be revised
annually by the LASFAC.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:635 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1900 (October 1998), LR 26: (September 2000),
repromulgated LR 27:

8503. Application Deadlines

A. Deadlinefor Priority Consideration

1. For priority consideration for the 1998-99 award
year, applicants must submit the FAFSA to be received by
the federal processor by June 1, 1998.

2. Priority consideration means that an applicant who
submits a FAFSA by this date shall, under normal
circumstances, receive notification of his eligibility for a
noncompetitive award (TOPS Opportunity, Performance and
Honors Awards) prior to enrolling in the fall term.

3. An applicant for a competitively awarded
scholarship (TOPS Teacher Award and Rockefeller State
Wildlife Scholarship) who submits a FAFSA by this date
shall be considered for selection of award in the first round
of applicants awarded.

4. For priority consideration for award years after
1998-99, applicants must submit the FAFSA to be
postmarked by April 15, or to be received by the federal
processor by May 1, preceding the award year.

B. Fina Deadline For Full Award. In order to receive the
full benefits of a TOPS award as provided in §701.E, the
finad deadline for receipt of a student’s initial FAFSA
application is July 1st of the Academic Year (High School)
in which a student graduates. For example, for a student
graduating in the 2000-2001 Academic Year (High School),
the student must submit the initial FAFSA in time for it to be
received by the federal processor by July 1, 2001.

C. If a prescribed deadline date falls on a weekend or
holiday, it will automatically be extended to the next
business day.

D. Fina Deadlines For Reduced Awards
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1. If an application for an initial award under this
Chapter is received after the deadline provided in §8503.B
above, but not later than sixty days after that deadline, the
time period of eligibility for the award shall be reduced by
one semester, two quarters, or an equivalent number of units
at an eligible institution which operates on a schedul e based
on units other than semesters or quarters.

2. If an application for an initial award under this
Chapter is received more than sixty days after the deadline
provided in 8503.B above, but not later than one hundred
twenty days after that deadline, the time period of eligibility
for the award shall be reduced by two semesters or three
quarters, or an equivalent number of units at an eligible
institution which operates on a schedule based on units other
than semesters or quarters.

3. Applications received more than 120 days after the
published deadline shall not be considered.

E The reduction of the applicant’s period of eligibility
for this award under 8503.D above shall not be cumulative
with any reduction under §509.C.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:635 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1900 (October 1998), LR 25:655 (April 1999), LR
25:2396 (December 1999), LR 25: (September 2000),
repromulgated LR 27:

8505. Proof of Compliance

A. Asproof of compliance with the state's final deadline
for submitting the FAFSA, LASFAC will accept the
documentation listed in 8505.1-3. No other form of
verification, including notarized or certified statements, will
be accepted as proof of compliance with the deadline
requirement.

1. A certificate of mailing, registered, certified,
certified/return receipt requested, priority or overnight mail
receipt from the United States Postal Service, or other
authorized mail carriers such as United Parcel Service and
Federal Express, which is dated prior to the state's fina
deadline.

2. The Indtitutional Student Information Report
(ESAR ISIR), produced by the federal processor, shows that
the original application was received by the state's final
deadline.

3. The federal processor provides verbal or written
verification to LASFAC that the origina application was
received by the state'sfinal deadline.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:635 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1901 (October 1998).,repromulgated LR 27:

8507. Final Deadlinefor Submitting Documentation of
Eligibility

A. LASFAC will continue to process eligibility for both
new and renewal applicants during each award year until
May 1 of the spring term of that award year.

B. Students not determined eligible by May 1 of the
spring term of the award year are ineligible to receive
program funding that award year.

C. All documentation and certifications necessary to
establish student eligibility including, but not limited to,
high school and/or college transcripts and certifications,
copies of Student Aid Reports, applicant confirmation forms,
promissory notes and other documents which may be
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utilized in determining eligibility, must be received by
LASFAC no later than May 1 of the award year. For
example, to receive an award for the 1998-99 award year,
LASFAC must have in its possession all documents relevant
to establishing eligibility by May 1, 1999.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:635 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1901 (October 1998)., repromulgated LR 27:
8509. ACT Testing Deadline

A. The student must take the officia ACT Test
(including National, International, Military or Specia test
types) on or before the officia April test date in the
Academic Year (High School) in which the student
graduates.

B. The student may substitute an equivalent score, as
determined by the comparison tables used by LASFAC, on
an equivalent Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) taken on or
before the official April test date in the Academic Year (High
School) in which the student graduates. In order to substitute
a SAT score, the student must direct the College Board to
send the score to LOSFA so that the score is electronically
reported to LOSFA by the College Board within 45 days of
the final test date alowed by Section 509. SAT scores
received in any other manner shall not be considered.

C. Final ACT Testing Deadline for Reduced Awards

1. Beginning with awards made for the 2000-2001
academic year and thereafter, if an applicant does not
achieve a qualifying score on the ACT or on the Scholastic
Aptitude Test for the TOPS Opportunity Award by the April
national ACT test date in the year of the applicant’s high
school graduation, then the applicant’s first qualifying score
for any TOPS Award obtained on an authorized testing date
after the April national ACT test date in the year of the
applicant’s high school graduation but prior to July 1 of the
year of such graduation will be accepted. However, when
granting an award to an applicant whose qualifying test
score is obtained on an authorized testing date after the date
of the applicant’s high school graduation but prior to July 1
of the year of such graduation, the applicant’s period of
eligibility for the award shall be reduced by one semester,
two quarters, or an equivalent number of units at an eligible
institution which operates on a schedule based on units other
than semesters or quarters. Except for an applicant who has
qualified for a TOPS-Tech Award on or prior to the April
national ACT test date, an applicant will not be alowed to
use a test score obtained after the April national ACT test
date to upgrade a TOPS Award.

2. Students who fail to achieve an ACT or SAT
qualifying score by July 1% after high school graduation shall
not be considered for an award.

D. For 1997 and 1998 high school graduates who have
not previously taken an ACT test, the ACT Score shall
include those scores obtained from a national ACT test taken
not later than the October 1998 national test date.

E. Students who graduated during the 1998-1999 school
year who are otherwise qualified for a TOPS award and who
obtained a qualifying score on the ACT Test or the
Scholastic Aptitude Test on an authorized testing date after
the date of the student’s graduation but prior to July 1, 1999
shall be considered to have met the requirements of section
509 A and B.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance LR
26:1995 (September 2000), amended LR 26:2000 (September
2000), LR 27: 36 (January 2001), LR 27:284 (March 2001),
repromulgated LR 27:

Chapter 7. Tuition Opportunity Program for
Students (TOPS) Opportunity,
Performance, and Honors Awar ds
§701. General Provisions

A. Legisative Authority. Awards under the Louisiana
Tuition Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS), the
Opportunity, Performance and Honors Awards, are
established as set forth in R.S. 17:3048.1 et seq., as
amended.

B. Description, History and Purpose. The Tuition
Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) is a
comprehensive, merit-based student aid program consisting
of a series of components, with each component having its
own eligibility criteria and titled award. The purpose of
TOPS is to provide an incentive for Louisiana residents to
academically prepare for and pursue postsecondary
education in this state, resulting in an educated work force
enabling Louisiana to prosper in the global market of the
future. The major components of TOPS are the Opportunity
award, the Performance award and the Honors award.

C. The Opportunity, Performance and Honors awards,
which will be funded for the 199899 academic year,
combine former programs (Louisiana Tuition Assistance
Plan [TAP] and the Louisiana Honors Scholarship Program)
with a new component, the Honors award, to produce a
comprehensive program of state scholarships.

D. The purposes of this program areto:

1. financially assist those students who are
academically prepared to continue their education at a
L ouisiana postsecondary institution; and

2. encourage academic excellence; and

3. provide incentives for Louisiana high school
graduatesto pursue postsecondary education in this state.

E Award Amounts. The specific award amounts for each
component of TOPS are as follows:

1. The TOPS Opportunity Award provides an amount
equal to undergraduate tuition for full-time attendance at an
Eligible College or University for a period not to exceed
eight semesters, including Qualified Summer Sessions,
twelve quarters, including Qualified Summer Sessions, or an
equivalent number of units in an eligible institution which
operates on a schedule based on units other than semesters
or quarters, except as provided by LSA-R.S. 17:3048.1.H, or
8503.D or §509.C. Attending a Qualified Summer Session
for which tuition is paid will count toward the eight semester
limit for TOPS.

2. The TOPS Performance Award provides a $400
annual stipend, prorated by two semesters, three quarters, or
equivalent units in each Academic Y ear (College) or by four
terms or equivalent units in each Program Year (Non-
academic Program), in addition to an amount equal to tuition
for full-time attendance at an Eligible College or University,
for a period not to exceed eight semesters, including
Qualified Summer Sessions, twelve quarters, including
Qualified Summer Sessions, or an equivalent number of
units in an eligible institution which operates on a schedule



based on units other than semesters or quarters, except as
provided by LSA-R.S. 17:3048.1.H, or 8503.D 0r8509.C.
The stipend will be paid for each Qualified Summer Session,
semester, quarter, term, or equivalent unit for which tuition
is paid. Attending a Qualified Summer Session for which
tuition is paid will count toward the eight semester limit for
TOPS.

3. The TOPS Honors Award provides an $800 annual
stipend, prorated by two semesters, three quarters, or
equivalent units in each Academic Year (College) or by four
terms or equivalent units in each Program Year (Non-
academic Program), in addition to an amount equal to tuition
for full-time attendance at an Eligible College or University,
for a period not to exceed eight semesters, including
Qualified Summer Sessions, twelve quarters, including
Qualified Summer Sessions, or an equivalent number of
units in an eligible institution which operates on a schedule
based on units other than semesters or quarters, except as
provided by LSA-R.S. 17:3048.1.H, or 8503.D 0r§509.C.
The stipend will be paid for each Qualified Summer Session,
semester, quarter, term, or equivalent unit for which tuition
is paid. Attending a Qualified Summer Session for which
tuition is paid will count toward the eight semester limit for
TOPS.

4. Inlieu of the amount equal to tuition as provided by
§701.E.1-3, students participating in the program provided
by R.S. 29:36.1 for persons serving in the Louisiana
National Guard shall receive the tuition exemption as
provide therein, plus any applicable TOPS stipend and a sum
of not more than $150 per semester or $300 annually for the
actual cost of books and other instructional materials.

5. Students attending a regionaly accredited
independent college or university which is a member of the
Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges and
Universities (LAICU):

a.  In an academic program receive an amount equal
to the Weighted Average Award Amount, as defined in 8301,
plus any applicable stipend, prorated by two semesters, three
quarters, or equivalent units in each Academic Year
(College). The stipend will be paid for each Qualified
Summer Session, semester, quarter, or equivalent unit for
which tuition is paid. Attending a Qualified Summer Session
for which tuition is paid will count toward the eight (8)
semester limit for TOPS.

b. In a program for a vocationa or technical
education certificate or diploma or a non-academic
undergraduate degree receive an amount egqual to the
Average Award Amount, as defined in 8301, plus any
applicable stipend, prorated by four terms or equivalent units
in each Program Year (Non-academic Program). The stipend
will be paid for each term or equivalent unit for which
tuition is paid.

6. Recipients of TOPS Awards who are also
beneficiaries of Student Tuition Assistance and Revenue
Trust (START) Saving Program accounts, may apply the
START disbursements to pay tuition, and any remaining
tuition due may be paid by the TOPS award. Any balance of
the TOPS award which remains after payment of the
ingtitution's charges, shall be credited to the student's
account and treated in accordance with institutional policies.
In the event the student’s total aid, including Vocational
Rehabilitation Awards, exceeds the Cost of Attendance, any
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federal loan aid included in the total aid package shall be
reduced, then institutional and other aid in accordance with
institutional practice, then the TOPS Award shall be reduced
by the amount of any remaining over award.

7. Students funded under the Tuition Assistance Plan
(TAP) or the Louisiana Honors Scholarship during the 1997-
98 award year, who have maintained eligibility for the 1998-
99 award year, shall be continued as TOPS Opportunity or
Performance recipients, respectively.

8. Students funded under the Tuition Assistance Plan
(TAP) or the Louisiana Honors Scholarship program during
the 1997-98 award year, who lost €ligibility due to their
failure to maintain the required grade point average, shall be
continued as TOPS Opportunity or Performance recipients,
respectively, however, their eligibility for an award shall be
suspended pending their satisfaction of the continuation
requirements of 8705.A.8 and 9. If a student satisfies the
applicable requirements of §705.A.8 and 9 no later than the
end of the 2000 Spring semester, he/she shall be eligible for
reinstatement of the award in accordance with §705.B, for
the semester following the satisfaction of the requirements
of §705.A.8 and 9.

9. Prior recipients of the Louisiana Honors
Scholarship who attend a campus of the L ouisiana Technical
College may continue to attend that institution as a recipient
of the TOPS Performance Award.

10. Award Amounts shall be credited to a student's
account with the institution and shall be used consistent with
the institution's policy, and as directed by the student, to pay
for those educational expenses included in the Cost of
Attendance.

11. Students enrolled and attending more than one
college or university at the same time shall be awarded as
follows:

a.  students attending two or more Louisiana public
two or four-year colleges or universities shall receive a total
amount not to exceed the amount that would be charged to
the student by the school with the highest tuition among
those at which the student is simultaneously enrolled.

b. students attending two or more regionaly
accredited independent colleges or universities which are
members of the Louisiana Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities (LAICU) shal receive a total
amount not to exceed the Weighted Average Award Amount,
as defined in §301.

C. students attending a combination of Louisiana
public two or fouryear colleges or universities and
regionally accredited independent colleges or universities
which are members of the Louisiana Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities (LAICU) in an
academic program shall receive a total amount not to exceed
the amount that would be paid at the public school with the
highest tuition among those at which the student is
simultaneously enrolled or the Weighted Average Award
Amount, whichever amount is greater.

F. Beginning with the 2000-2001 Academic Year
(College) or Program Year (Non-academic Program) and
continuing for the remainder of their program eligibility,
students who meet each of the following require ments shall
be awarded a stipend in the amount of two hundred dollars
per Qualified Summer Session, semester, quarter, term, or
equivalent unit for which tuition is paid which shall be in
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addition to the amount determined to equal the tuition
charged by the public college or university attended or, if
applicable, the amount provided for attendance at an eligible
nonpublic college or university:

1. Prior to June 18, 1999, the student was determined
by the administering agency to be eligible for a Performance
Award, but who chose either by submission of a completed
Award Confirmation Form or by not sending in a completed
Award Confirmation Form to receive an Opportunity Award
and was awarded an Opportunity Award, and

2. The student, once enrolled at an eligible institution,
has continuously met all requirements to maintain continued
state payment for a Performance Award.

G Beginning with the 2000-2001 Academic Year
(College) or Program Year (Non-academic Program) and
continuing for the remainder of their program eligibility,
students who meet each of the following requirements shall
be awarded a stipend in the amount of four hundred dollars
per Qualified Summer Session, semester, quarter, term, or
equivalent unit for which tuition is paid which shall be in
addition to the amount determined to equal the tuition
charged by the public college or university attended or, if
applicable, the amount provided for attendance at an eligible
nonpublic college or university:

1. Prior to June 18, 1999, the student was determined
by the administering agency to be eligible for a Honors
Award, but who chose either by submission of a completed
Award Confirmation Form or by not sending in a completed
Award Confirmation Form to receive an Opportunity Award
and was awarded an Opportunity Award, and

2. The student, once enrolled at an eligible institution,
has continuously met all requirements to maintain continued
state payment for aHonors Award.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:635 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1901 (October 1998), LR 25: 256 (February 1999)
LR 26:67 (January 2000), LR 26:1262 (June 2000), LR 26: 1995,
2000 (September 2000)., repromulgated LR 27:

§703. Establishing Higibility

A. To establish eligibility for a TOPS Opportunity,
Performance or Honors Award, the student applicant must
meet all of the following criteria:

1. BeaU. S citizen, provided however, that a student
who is not a citizen of the United States but who is eligible
to apply for such citizenship shall be deemed to satisfy the
citizenship requirement, if within sixty (60) days after the
date the student attains the age of majority, the student
applies to become acitizen of the United States and obtains
such citizenship within one year after the date of the
application for citizenship. Those students who are eligible
for U. S. citizenship and who otherwise qualify for a TOPS
award, will continue to satisfy the citizenship requirements
for a TOPS award for one year after the date of the student's
application for citizenship, at which time, if the student has
not provided proof of U.S. citizenship to the Office of
Student Financial Assistance, the student's TOPS award will
be suspended until such time as proof of citizenship is
provided.

2. be aresident of Louisiana, as defined in 8301 of
LAC 28:1V and

3. submit the completed Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) in accordance with 8501
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a. by the applicable state aid deadline defined in
§503; and

b. the dependents of Louisiana residents on active
duty with the Armed Forces stationed outside of the state of
Louisiana must enter a Louisiana postsecondary institution
in that section of the FAFSA which asks he applicant to
name the colleges he plans to attend; and

4. initially apply and enroll as a First-Time Freshman
as defined in 8301, unless granted an exception for cause by
LASFAC, in an €ligible college or university defined in
8301, and:

a. if graduating from an eligible Louisiana public or
BESE approved nonpublic high school or an eligible
non-Louisiana high school or from an eligible out of country
high school, enroll not later than the semester or term,
excluding summer semesters or sessions, immediately
following the first anniversary of the date that the student
graduated from high school; or

b. if the student joins the United States Armed
Forces within one year after graduating from an €eligible
Louisiana or an eligible non-Louisiana high school or from
an eligible out of country high school, enroll not later than
the semester, excluding summer semesters or sessions,
immediately following the fifth anniversary of the date that
the student graduated from high school or within one year
from the date of discharge, whichever is earlier; or

c. if the student is eligible under the provisions of
§703.A.5.d or f, enroll not later than the semester or term,
excluding summer semesters or sessions, immediately
following the first anniversary of the date the student
completes the home study program, which is deemed to be
May 31st; or

d. if the student is eligible under the provisions of
§703.A.5.d or f and has joined and is on active duty with the
United States Armed Forces within one year of completion
of the twelfth grade of an approved home study program,
enroll not later than the semester or term, excluding summer
semesters or sessions, immediately following the fifth
anniversary of the completion of the approved home study
program or within one year from the die of discharge,
whichever is earlier; or

e. if a 1996-97 graduate who is an otherwise
eligible applicant, enroll as a full-time student during fall,
1998;

f.  High school graduates of 1997 and 1998 who are
otherwise eligible applicants attending ineligible schools for
the 1998-99 academic year, may request a waiver from
LASFAC to enroll in an eligible school and accept the award
no later than the 1999 Fall Semester by establishing to the
satisfaction of LASFAC that hig’her failure to accept the
awvard for the 1998-99 academic year was due to
circumstances which could not be changed without the
student or his family experiencing a significant, negative
financial impact or which establish that it was not otherwise
feasible to enroll in an eligible school due to the timing of
the notification to the student of his/her eligibility for a
TOPS award. To apply for a waiver from LASFAC, the
student must submit awritten request addressed to the Office
of Student Financial Assistance, Attention: Scholarship and
Grant Division, and submit documentation which clearly
establishes the hardship which would have resulted had the
student not attended the out-of-state college or university.



g. all students must apply for an award by July 1st
of the Academic Year (High School) in which they graduate
to establish their initial qualification for an award, except as
provided by section 503.D. For a student entitled to defer
acceptance of an award under section 703.A.4.b. or d. that
student must apply by July 1st of the Academic Year (High
School) in which the student graduates, except as provided
by section 503.D:

i. and, if enrolling in an academic program, must
also apply by July I prior to the Academic Year (College)
in which the student intends to first accept the award, and by
July £ of every year of eligibility thereafter, except as
provided in Section 501.B; or

ii. and, if enrolling in a program for a vocational
or technical education certificate or diploma or a non-
academic undergraduate degree, must also apply by the July
1% immediately after the start of the Program Year (Non-
Academic Program) in which the student intends to first
accept the award, and by July 1% of every year of eligibility
thereafter, except as provided in Section 501.B.

5. a graduate from an eligible public or nonpublic
Louisiana high school or non-Louisiana high school defined
in81701.A.1, 2, or 3; and

i. a the time of high school graduation, an
applicant must have successfully completed 16.5 units of
high school course work constituting a core curriculum as
follows:

Units Course

1 English |

1 English Il

1 English 111

1 English IV

1 Algebral (one unit) or Applied Algebra 1A and 1B
(two units)

1 Algebrall

1 Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus or comparable
Advanced Mathematics

1 Biology

1 Chemistry

1 Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physica
Science, Biology 11, Chemistry 11, Physics, Physics
I1, or Physicsfor Technology

1 American History

1 World History, Western Civilization or World
Geography

1 Civics and Free Enterprise (one unit combined) or
Civics (one unit, nonpublic)

1 Fine Arts Survey; (or substitute two units
performance courses in music, dance, or theater; or
two units of studio art or visual art; or one elective
from among the other subjects listed in this core
curriculum)

2 Foreign Language, both units in the same language
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1/2 Computer Science, Computer Literacy or Business
Computer Applications (or substitute at least one-half
unit of an elective course related to computersthat is
approved by the State Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education (BESE); or substitute at least
one-hdf unit of an elective from among the other
subjects listed in this core curriculum); BESE has
approved the following courses as computer related
for purposes of satisfying the 1/2 unit computer
science requirement for all schools (courses approved
by BESE for individua schools are not included):
Computer /Technology Applications (1 credit)
Computer Architecture (1 credit)
Computer/Technology Literacy (1/2 credit)
Computer Science | (1 credit)

Computer Science Il (1 credit)

Computer Systems and Networking | (1 credit)
Computer Systems and Networking 11 (1 credit)
Desktop Publishing (1/2 credit)

Digita Graphics & Animation (1/2 credit)
Multimedia Productions (1 credit)

Web Mastering (1/2 credit)

Independent Study in Technology Applications (1
credit)

ii. for purposes of satisfying the requirements of
703.A.5.ai., above, or 803.A.6.a, the following courses
shall be considered equivalent to the identified core courses
and may be substituted to satisfy corresponding core
COUrSes:

Core Curriculum Course
Physical Science

Algebral

Applied AlgebralA and IB

Algebral, Algebrall and
Geometry

Geometry, Trigonometry,
Calculus, or Comparable

Equivalent (Substitute) Course
General Science, Integrated Science
Algebral, Parts1 and 2

Applied Mathematics | and 11
Integrated Mathematics|, Il and 11

Pre-Calculus, Algebralll, Probability
and Statistics, Discrete Mathematics,

Advanced Mathematics Applied Mathematics I11*
Chemistry Chemistry Com
Fine Arts Survey Speech Debate (2 units)

Western Civilization European History

*Applied Mathematics 11 was
formerly referred to as Applied
Geometry

iii. for purposes of satisfying the requirements of
8§703.A.5.a.i., above, in addition to the courses identified in
§703.A.5.aii. the following courses shall be considered
equivalent to the identified core courses and may be
substituted to satisfy corresponding core courses for students
of the Louisiana School for Math, Science and the Arts:
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CERR T EN T Equivalent (Substitute) Course

Course
English 111 EN 210 Composition/Maor Themesin
Literature (1 unit)
English IV any two of thefollowing 1/2 unit courses:

EN 311Readingsin Literature (at least one
311 courseis arequirement)

EN 311A American Literature

EN 311B British Literature
EN 302 Studiesin the English Language
EN 304 Topicsin American and British
Literature
EN 312 Studiesin Poetry
EN 314 Readingsin World Literature
EN 322 Studiesin Fiction
EN 332 Introduction to Film Studies
EN 342 Studiesin Modern Drama
EN 401 Creative Writing
EN 402 Expository Writing
EN 412 Studiesin aMajor Author -
Shakespeare
EN 422 Studiesin aMajor Author -
Faulkner
IS 314 Dramatic Text and Performance
IS 315 Literature and Science
IS 317 Evolution and Literature
IS 318 Sacred Literature
IS 411 English Renaissance

Algebral (one unit) Any combination of advanced math courses
which equal one unit of course credit that
are certified by the school to be equivalent

of Algebral

Algebrall (one unit) Any combination of advanced math courses
which equal one unit of course credit that
are certified by the school to be equivalent
of Algebrall

MA 120 College Algebra (1 unit), or

MA 121 Accelerated College Algebra

(/2 unit) and

1/2 unit of MA 203 Trigonometry

Physics PH 110L Conceptua Physics (1 unit), or
PH 210L Genera Physics (1 unit), or
PH 250L Advanced Placement Physics
(2 unit), or

PH 310L Physicswith Cdculus

BI 210L Advanced Placement Biology
(2 unit), or

BI 231L Microbiology (1/2 unit), and
Bl 241 Molecular and Cellular Biology

Biology Il

(/2 unit)
Civics(? unit) and Free | AH 243 American Government and Politics
Enterprise(? unit) (/2 unit), and

SS 113 Economics (/2 unit)
Western Civilization EH 121 Ancient and Medieval History

(2/2 unit) and

EH 122 Modern History (1/2 unit)

or

b. graduate from an eligible public or nonpublic
Louisiana high school or non-Louisiana high school defined
in 81701.A.3. and have completed the core curriculum
defined in 8703.A.5.a.i., unless the following exceptions
apply:

i. for students in graduating classes prior to the

year 2004, one or more core units are waived based upon a
sworn affidavit by the principal or headmaster or authorized
designee that the course was not available to the student at
the school attended;
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ii. for aDisabled Student or an Exceptional Child,
as defined in 8301, who have met the criteria set forth in
§2115, one or more core units are waived; or

c. graduate from an out-of-state public or private
high school approved by the chief state and territorial school
officer (or the state agency which is the equivalent of
Louisiana’ s Board of Elementary and Secondary Education)
of the state in which the school is located (See §1701.A.4.);
or

d. .i successfully complete at the twelfth grade level a
home study program approved by BESE; or

ii. if ever was enrolled in a Louisiana public or
nonpublic school approved by BESE, successfully
completed at least the eleventh and twelfth grade levels of a
home study program approved by BESE; and

iii. if having previously attended a Louisiana
public high school, a Louisiana nonpublic high school, or an
approved non-Louisiana high school, has provided LASFAC
with certification by the previously attended high school that
said student was in good standing at the time the student last
attended such school; and

e. graduate from a high school defined in
81701.A.5 or successfully complete at the twelfth grade
level a home study program approved by BESE and
conducted outside the United States and its territories;

f. successfully complete a minimum of ten unitsin
honors arriculum courses graded on a 5.0 scale at and
graduate from an eligible public or nonpublic Louisiana high
school or non-Louisiana high school defined in §1701.A.1,
2, or 3. and have completed the core curriculum defined in
8703.A.5.a.i. and

6. Have achieved an ACT Score, as defined in 8301 of
at least:

a. if qualifying under the terms of §703.A.5.a0r b;

i. the state's reported prior year ACT composite
average, rounded, but never less than 19 for the Opportunity
Award; or

ii. a23forthePerformance Award; or

iii. a27forthe Honors Award; or

b. if qualifying under §703.A.5.c or d;

i. the state's reported prior year average plus 3
points, rounded, but never less than 22 for the Opportunity
Award; or

ii. a26forthe Performance Award; or

iii. a30for the Honors Award; and

c. if qualifying under 8703.A.5.e; which is limited
to the Opportunity Award only; the state's reported prior year
average plus 3 points, rounded, but never less than 22;

d. if qualifying under §703.A.5.f; which is limited
to the Performance Award only; a24; and

7. be in compliance with the terms of other federal
and state aid programs which the applicant may be receiving
and which are administered by LASFAC; and

8. not have a criminal conviction, except for
misdemeanor traffic violations, and if the student has been in
the United States Armed Forces and has separated from such
service, has received an honorable discharge or general
discharge under honorable conditions; and

9. agree that awards will be used exclusively for
educational expenses.



B. Studentsqualifying:

1. under 8703.A.5.a and b, must have attained a
cumulative high school grade point average, based on a 4.00
maximum scale, of at least:

a. a2.50for the Opportunity Award; or

b. a3.50 for the Performance or HonorsAwards.

2. under 8703.A.5.f and graduating in the 2000-2001,
2001-2002, 2002-2003 school years, must have attained a
cumulative high school grade point average, based on a 4.00
maximum scale, of at least a 3.00 for the Performance
Award.

C. Students quaifying under 8703.A.5.a and b, for the
Performance Award only, must be certified as graduating in
the top 5 percent of the 1997-98 high school graduating
class, as defined in LAC 28:IV 81703.B.4, in lieu of
completing the core curriculum.

D. Students who have qualified academically for more
than one of the TOPS awards, excluding the TOPS Teacher
Award, shall receive the award requiring the most rigorous
eligibility criteria.

E Students graduating in academic years 1996-97 and
1997-98 who qualify under 8/03.A.5.b.iv, (graduates who
did not complete one year of high school foreign language),
must provide LASFAC a copy of their college transcript
showing completion of one or more foreign language
courses. Eligibility for an award is not established until
receipt of the transcript verifying that the foreign language
credit was earned and the student shall first be awarded for
the semester or term following that in which eligibility was
established. Under this provision, eligibility must be
established not later than the conclusion of the 1998-99
award year.

F.  In the event that a student applicant was determined
ineligible by the administering agency for an award under
this program or for a higher level award than that initially
offered the student and such determination was based upon
data that was subsequently found to be in error, then the
student's eligibility shall be reevaluated based upon the
corrected data and, if found eligible, the student shall be
offered the award for which he qualifies. The award $all
begin with the academic year during which the reevaluation
occurred and eligibility first established. The reguirement
that a student be a first-time freshman shall be waived for
those students who are determined eligible under these
circumstances subsequent to the commencement of their
postsecondary education.

G Early Admissionto College

1. A student who enters an Eligible College or
University under an early admissions program prior to high
school graduation will be eligible for an appropriate award
under the following conditions:

a. The college early admissions program is one that
meets the requirements of the Louisiana Department of
Education as set forth in the latest edition of Bulletin 741.

b. The student has satisfied all core curriculum
requirements not completed in high school by making
passing scores on equivalent college courses.

c. The college courses taken to satisfy core
curriculum requirements and the grades reported on those
courses are reflected in the student's official high school
records. The student is awarded a high school diploma and
the grade point average and core curriculum are certified to

1131

LASFAC by the high school in the same manner as that of
other high school graduates.

d. The student's core curriculum requirements are
conpleted no later than the conclusion of the first two
semesters or three quarters of college attendance following
entrance into the college early admissions program.

2. A student who enters an Eligible College or
University early admissions program prior to graduation
from high school shall be considered a First-Time Freshman,
as defined in 8301, not earlier than the first semester
following the Academic Year (High School) in which the
student graduated. A student who enters an early admissions
program will remain eligible for a TOPS award until the
semester or term, excluding summer semesters or sessions,
immediately following the first anniversary of the date that
the student actually graduated.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:632 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1898 (October 1998), LR 25:2237 (December
1998), LR 25:257 (February 1999), LR 25:655 (April 1999), LR
25:1794 (October 1999), LR 26:64, 67 (January 2000), LR 26:689
(April 2000), LR 26:1262 (June 2000), LR 26:1602, 1998 (August
2000), LR 26:1996, 2001 (September 2000), LR 26:2268 (October
2000), LR 26:2753 (December 2000), LR 27:36 (January 2001),
LR 27:

§705. Maintaining Eligibility

A. To continue receiving the TOPS Opportunity,
Performance or Honors Awards, the recipient must meet al
of the following criteria:

1. have received less than four years or eight
semesters of TOPS Award funds, provided that each two
terms or equivalent units of enrollment in a program for a
vocational or technical education certificate or diploma or a
non-academic undergraduate degree shall be the equivalent
of asemester; and

2. submit the Renewal FAFSA in accordance with
§501.B; and

3. be in compliance with the terms of other federal
and state aid programs which the applicant may be receiving
and which are administered by LASFAC; and

4. not have a criminal conviction, except for
misdemeanor traffic violations and if the student has been in
the United States Armed Forces and has separated from such
service, has received an honorable discharge or general
discharge under honorable conditions; and

5. agree that awards will be used exclusively for
educational expenses; and

6. continue to enroll and accept the TOPS award as a
full-time undergraduate student in an Eligible College or
University defined in 8301, and maintain an enrolled status
throughout the academic term, unless granted an exception
for cause by LASFAC; and

7. minimum academic progress:

a. inan academic program at an Eligible College or
University, by the end of each Academic Year (College),
earn atotal of at least 24 college credit hours as determined
by totaling the earned hours reported by the institution for
each semester or quarter in the Academic Year (College).
These hours shall include remedial course work required by
the institution, but shall not include hours earned during
Qualified Summer Sessions, summer sessions nor
intersessions nor by advanced placement course credits.
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Unless granted an exception for cause by LASFAC, failure
to earn the required number of hourswill result in permanent
cancellation of therecipient's eligibility, or

b. in a program for a vocational or technica
education certificate or diploma or a non-academic
undergraduate degree at an Eligible College or University,
maintain Steady Academic Progress as defined in 8301 and
by the end of the spring term, earn a cumulative college
grade point average of at least 2.50 on a 4.00 maximum
scale. Unless granted an exception for cause by LASFAC,
failure to maintain Steady Academic Progress and to earn a
2.50 at the conclusion of the spring term will result in
permanent cancellation of the recipient's eligibility; and

8. maintain Steady Academic Progress as defined in
§301; and

9. maintain at an Eligible College or University, by
the end of the spring semester, quarter, or term, a cumulative
college grade point average (GPA) on a 4.00 maximum scale
of at least:

a.  a2.30 with the completion of less than 48 credit
hours, a 2.50 after the completion of 48 credit hours, for
continuing receipt of an Opportunity Award, if enrolled in an
academic program; or

b. a2.50, for continuing receipt of an Opportunity
Award, if enrolled in a program for a vocational or technical
education certificate or diploma or a non-academic
undergraduate degree; and

c. a 3.00 for continuing
Performance or Honors Award; and

10. has not enrolled in a program for a vocational or
technical education certificate or diploma or a non-academic
undergraduate degree after having received a vocational or
technical education certificate or diploma, or a non-
academic undergraduate degree; and

11. hasnot received a baccalaureate degree; and

12. has not been enrolled in a program for a vocational
or technical education certificate or diploma or a non-
academic undergraduate degree for more than two years.

B. Students failing to meet the requirements listed in
§705.A.8 or §705.A.9.a or b may have their tuition awards
reinstated upon the lifting of academic probation and/or
attainment of the required GPA, if the period of ineligibility
did not persist for more than two years from the date of loss
of eligibility. Students who fail to meet the continuation
requirements of §705.a.9.b., but who meet the continuation
requirements of 8705.A.9.a., shall no longer be eligible for
the stipend authorized for the Performance and Honors
Awards, but shall continue to receive the award amount for
the Opportunity Award.. To be reinstated, the student must
reguest reinstatement for the semester following the lifting
of academic probation and/or the achievement of the
required GPA by submitting a written request to the Office
of Student Financial Assistance, Attention: Scholarship and
Grant Division, and enclosing a certified original transcript
from the school attended. Students who are reinstated to a
Performance or Honors Award are no longer eligible to
receive the annual stipends that normally accompany these
awards.

C. Inthe event the administering agency determines that
an ineligible student has received an award as the result of
an administrative error or erroneous information provided by
the student or the student's parent(s) or legal guardian or

receipt of either a
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incorrect certification from the student's high school, the
student's eligibility for the award shall be terminated and no
further awards shall be made to the ineligible student. If an
ineligible student has received an award due to an
administrative error or incorrect certification, the
administering agency will not pursue recoupment from the
student of funds that were awarded. If an erroneous award
has been made and the administering agency determines that
the award was made based upon incorrect information
submitted by the student or the student's parent(s) or legal
guardian, the administering agency may seek reimbursement
from the student, the student's parent(s) or legal guardian,
and if it is further determined that the award was made due
to an intentional misrepresentation by the student, the
student's parent(s) or legal guardian, then the administering
agency shall refer the case to the Attorney General for
investigation and prosecution. If a student or the student's
parent(s) or legal guardian is suspected of having
intentionally misrepresented the facts which were provided
to the administering agency and used by it to determine the
eligibility of the student for the program and the
administering agency has referred the case to the Attorney
General for investigation, then the student shall remain
ineligible for future award consideration pending an
outcome of said investigation which is favorable to the
student.

D. It is the student's responsibility to ensure that all
requirements necessary to maintain award eligibility are
completed. The Office of Student Financial Assistance shall
only consider the official report of grades and hours earned
which are received from the school attended. Students
should be aware that individual school policies may affect
the reporting of grade point average and hours earned for the
academic year and accordingly, should become familiar with
these policies.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:637 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1904 (October 1998), LR 25:257 (February 1999);
LR 25:656 (April 1999), LR 25:1091 (June 1999), LR 26:67
(January 2000), LR 26:688 (April 2000), LR 26, 1996, 2001
(September 2000), LR 27:

Chapter 8. TOPS-TECH Award
8801. General Provisions

A. Legidative Authority. The TOPS-TECH Award was
created by Act of the 1998 First Extraordinary Session of the
Louisiana Legislature.

B. Description, History and Purpose. The TOPS-TECH
award is a merit based scholarship program for Louisiana
residents pursuing skill, occupational or technical training at
Eligible Colleges and Universities that offer a vocational or
technical education certificate or diploma program or a non-
academic undergraduate degree. The purpose of TOPS-
TECH is to provide an incentive for qualified Louisiana
residents to prepare for and pursue technical positions in
Louisiana.

C. TOPS-TECH shall be first awarded beginning with
the 1998-99 academic year to 1998 high school graduates
and graduates in subsequent years.

D. TOPS-TECH providesan Award asfollows:

1. For any student attending an eligible public college
or university that does not offer an academic undergraduate



degree at the baccalaureate level or higher, the amount shall
equal the actual cost of tuition.

2. For any student attending an Eligible College or
University other than as provided for in Subsection D.1
above, the amount shall be the Average Award Amount
(TOPSTech) defined in 8301.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in a&cordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance LR
24:1904 (October 1998), LR 26:1997 (September 2000), LR 27:
8803. Establishing Eligibility

A. To establish eligibility for the TOPS-TECH Award,
the student applicant must meet the following criteria:

1. beal. S. citizen, provided however, that a student
who is not a citizen of the United States but who is eligible
to apply for such citizenship shall be deemed to satisfy the
citizenship requirement, if within 60 days after the date the
student attains the age of majority, the student applies to
become a citizen of the United States and obtains such
citizenship within one year after the date of the application
for citizenship. Those students who are eligible for U. S.
citizenship and who otherwise qualify for a TOPS award,
will continue to satisfy the citizenship requirements for a
TOPS award for one year after the date of the student's
application for citizenship, at which time, if the student has
not provided proof of U.S. citizenship to the Office of
Student Financial Assistance, the student's TOPS award will
be suspended until such time as proof of citizenship is
provided;

2. be aresident of Louisiana, as defined in 8301 of
LAC 28:1V; and

3. submit the completed initial Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or renewal FAFSA by the
applicable state aid deadline in accordance with the
requirements of section 503; and

4. initially apply and enroll as a First-Time Freshman
as defined in 8301, unless granted an exception for cause by
LASFAC, in an eligible postsecondary college or university
defined in 8301, and:

a if graduating from an eligible Louisiana or an
eligible non-Louisiana high school or from an eligible out of
country high school, enroll not later than the semester or
term, excluding summer semesters or sessions, immediately
following the first anniversary of the date that the student
graduated from high school; or

b. if the student joins the United States Armed
Forces within one year after graduating from an eligible
Louisiana or an eligible non-Louisiana high school or from
an eligible out of country high school, eroll not later than
the semester, excluding summer semesters or sessions,
immediately following the fifth anniversary of the date that
the student graduated from high school or within one year
from the date of discharge, whichever is earlier; or

c. if the student is eligible under the provisions of
8§803.A.5.d, enroll not later than the semester or term,
excluding summer semesters or sessions, immediately
following the first anniversary of the date the student
completed the home study program, which is deemed to be
May 31%; or

d. if the student is eligible under the provisions of
8803.A.5.d and has joined and is on active duty with the
United States Armed Forces within one year of the date the
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student completed the home study program, which is
deemed to be May 31%, enroll not later than the semester or
term, excluding summer semesters or sessions, immediately
following the fifth anniversary of the date the student
completed the home study program, or within one year from
the date of discharge, whichever is earlier; and
5. graduate from:
a. an eligible public or nonpublic high school or
non-Louisiana high school defined in §1701.A.1, 2 and 3; or
b. an out-of-state high school defined in §1701.A.4;
or
c. an out of country high school defined in
81701.A.5; or
d..i. successfully complete at the twelfth grade level a
home study program approved by BESE; or
ii. if ever was enrolled in a Louisiana public or
nonpublic school approved by BESE, successfully
completed at least the eleventh and twelfth grade levels of a
home study program approved by BESE; and
iii. if having previously attended an eligible high
school defined in 81701A1, 2, 3, 4, or 5, has provided
LASFAC with certification by the previously attended high
school that said student was in good standing a the time the
student | ast attended such school;
6. if qualifying under the terms of 8803.B.5.a, at the
time of high school graduation,:

a have successfully completed one of the
following core curriculums:
i. 165 units of high school course work

constituting the TOPS core curriculum as defined in
8§703.A.5.; or

ii. For students graduating in the 2000-2001
school year and thereafter, the high school course work
constituting the following TOPS-TECH core curriculum:

Core CurriculunCTOPS-TECH Award:

Units Course

1 English |
1 English 11
1 English I11
1 English IV or substitute one unit of Business
English.
1 Algebral; or both Algebral, Part 1 and Algebral,
Part 2; or both Applied Mathematics | and Applied
Mathematicsl|.
2 Geometry, Applied Mathematicslil, Algebrall,
Financial Mathematics, Advanced Mathematics|,
Advanced Mathematics 11, Discrete Mathematics, or
Probability and Statistics (two units). Integrated
Mathematics|, |1, and 111 may be substituted for
Algebral, Geometry and Algebrall, and shdll be
considered the equivalent of the three required math
units.
1 Biology.
1 Chemistry or Applied Chemistry.
1 Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physical
Science, Integrated Science, Biology |1, Chemistry
11, Physics, Physicsll, or Physcsfor Technology.
1 American History.
1 World History, Western Civilization, or World
Geography.
1 Civics and Free Enterprise (one unit combined) or

Civics (one unit, nonpublic).

Remaining core courses shall be selected

from one of the following options:
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Option1 | Total of 17 units.

1 Fine Arts Survey or substitute two units of
performance courses in music, dance, or theater; or
substitute two units of visual art courses; or
substitute two units of studio art courses; or acourse
from the career andtechnical program of studies
that is approved by the BESE (must be listed under
the Vocational Education Course Offeringsin
Bulletin 741 or the updates to Bulletin 741); or
substitute one unit as an elective from among the
other subjects listed in this core curriculum.

2 Foreign Language, Technical Writing, Speech | or
Speech I1.
1 One unit from the secondary computer education

program of studiesthat is approved by the BESE.
or
Option2 | Total of 19 Units
4 In acareer mgjor comprised of a sequence of related
specialty courses. In order for astudent to use this
option, the coursesfor the career major must be

approved by BESE.
1 Credit in abasic computer course.
1 Inrelated or technical fields. A related course

includes any course which is listed under the
student'smajor. A technical course includes
computer courses and courses listed as Technology
Education courses listed under the V ocational
Education Course Offeringsin Bulletin 741 or the
updates to Bulletin 741.

or

iii. For students graduating through the 2000-
2001 school year, the TOPS-TECH core curriculum as
follows:

Core CurriculunCTOPS-TECH Award:

Units Course

1 English |
English 1|
English 111
English IV or Business English
Algebral (one unit) or Applied Algebral A and 1B
(two units)
1 Algebrall
1 Geometry or Applied Geometry, Trigonometry,
Calculus or comparable Advanced Mathematics
1 Biology
1 Chemistry or Applied Physics
1 Earth Science, Environmenta Science, Physica
Science, Biology I, Chemistry Il , Physics, Physics
Il or Physicsfor Technology
1 American History
1 World History, Western Civilization or World
Geography
1 Civics and Free Enterprise (one unit combined) or
Civics (one unit, non-public)
1 Fine Arts Survey or any approved vocational course
in the areas of Agriscience, Business Education,
Family and Consumer Science, Health Occupations,
Marketing Education, Technology Education, or
Trade and Industrial Education; (or substitute two
units of performance courses in music, dance or
theater; or two units of studio art or two units of
visual art courses; or one elective from among the
other subjectslisted in this core curriculum)
2 In asingle Foreign Language. (one unit for students
graduating from high school during the 1996-97 and
1997-98 school years) or Technical Writing,
Speech | or Speech |1 (two units).

PR ef-
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172 Computer Science, Computer Literacy or Business
Computer Applications (or substitute at least
one-half unit of an elective course related to
computers that is approved by the Stde Board of
Elementary and Secondary Educetion; or substitute
at least one-half unit of an elective from among the

other subjects listed in this core curriculum)

b. for students in graduating classes prior to 2004,
core units may be waived upon sworn affidavit by the
principal or headmaster or authorized designee that the
course was not available to the student at the school
attended,;

* k%
7. haveachieved an ACT Score, as defined in §301, of
at least:

a if qualifying under
composite score of at least 17;

b. if qualifying under§803.A.5.b, c, or d, an ACT
composite of at least 20; and

8. if qualifying under 8803.A.5.a, have aitained a
cumulative high school grade point average, based on a 4.00
maximum scale, of at least 2.50; and

9. be in compliance with the terms of other federal
and state aid programs which the applicant may be receiving
and which are administered by LASFAC; and

10. not have a crimina conviction, except for
misdemeanor traffic violations, and if the student has beenin
the United States Armed Forces and has separated from such
service, has received an honorable discharge or general
discharge under honorable conditions; and

11. agree that awards will be used exclusively for
educational expenses.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance LR
24:1898 (October 1998), amended LR 24:2237 (December 1998),
LR 25:1795 (October 1999), LR 26:65, 67 (January 2000), LR
26:1602 (August 2000), LR 26:1997 (September 2000), LR
26:2269 (October 2000), LR 26:2752 (December 2000), LR 27:36
(January 2001), LR 27:

8805. Maintaining Eligibility

A. To continue receiving the TOPS-TECH Award, the
recipient must meet all of the following criteria:

1. have received the TECH Award for less than two
years, unless reduced as required by section 503.D; and

2. submit the Renewal FAFSA in accordance with
8501.B; and

3. be in compliance with the terms of other federal
and state aid programs which the applicant may be receiving
and which are administered by LASFAC; and

4. not have a criminal conviction, except for
misdemeanor traffic violations and if the student has been in
the United States Armed Forces and has separated from such
service, has received an honorable discharge or genera
discharge under honorable conditions; and

5. agree that awards will be used exclusively for
educational expenses; and

6. continue to enroll and accept the TECH award as a
full-time student in an eligible college or university defined
in 8301, and maintain an enrolled status throughout the
school term, unless granted an exception for cause by
LASFAC; and

8803.A.5.a, an ACT



7. has not received a vocational or technical education
certificate or diploma, or a non-academic undergraduate
degree, or abaccal aureate degree; and

8. has maintained Steady Academic Progress as
defined in 8301; and

9. maintain, by the end of the spring term, a
cumulative college grade point average of at least 2.50 on a
4.00 maximum scale.

B. Students failing to meet the requirements listed in
8805.A.8 and 9 may have their tuition awards reinstated
upon achieving Steady Academic Progress, as defined in
§301, and the attainment of the required grade point average,
if the period of ineligibility did not persist for more than one
year from the date of loss of eligibility

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financia Assistance,
LR 24:1905 (October 1998) LR 25:1091 (June 1999), LR 26:68

(January 2000), LR 26:689 (April 2000), LR 26:1997, 2002
(September 2000), LR 27:

Chapter 9. TOPS Teacher Award
8901. General Provisions

A. Legidative Authority. The TOPS Teacher Award
Program was created by Act 476, of the 1997 Regular
Session of the Louisiana Legislature and amended by Act
165 of the 1998 First Extraordinary Session of the Louisiana
Legidlature. This bill amended and reenacted R.S.
17:3042.1(A)(3) and (4), (B), (C), and (D) and 3042.2(A)
and (B); reenacted R.S. 17:3042.1(A)(5) and (6) and 3042.8;
and renamed Chapter 20-B of Title 17 of the Louisiana
Revised Statutes of 1950.

B. Description, History and Purpose. The Tuition
Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) Teacher Award:

1. annually provides approximately 90 competitively
awarded educational loans to residents of Louisiana who
commit to teach at the elementary or secondary school level
in Louisiana. When the recipient teaches at an approved
school in Louisiana, the loans are forgiven in the ratio of one
year of loan forgiveness for each year of teaching, or two
years of loan forgiveness for each year of teaching in an
elementary or secondary school which is located in an
economically disadvantaged region of the state as defined by
the U. S. Department of Education;

2. wasfirst funded for the 1997-98 award year;

3. was created to provide an incentive for Louisiana's
best and brightest students to become tomorrow's classroom
teachers and to provide an incentive that will attract highly
qualified teachers in mathematics and chemistry at the
elementary and secondary school levels.

C. Award Amounts

1. Loans are made in the amount of up to $6,000 per
award year for mathematics and chemistry majors.

2. Loans are made in the amount of up to $4,000 per
year for teacher education majors other than those listed in
§901.C.1.

3. Recipient may receive a maximum of four years of
funding.

4. Recipients receive one half of the annual award
($3,000 or $2,000, respectively) at the beginning of the fall
and spring terms.

5. Recipients may, in conjunction with the Teachers
Award, receive another TOPS Award.
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6. In the event the student's total aid, including
Vocational Rehabilitation Awards, exceeds the Cost of
Attendance, any federal loan aid included in the total aid
package shall be reduced, then institutional and other aid in
accordance with institutional  practice, then the
TOPS-Teacher Award shall be reduced by the amount of any
remaining over award.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:638 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1907 (October 1998), amended LR 26:69 (January
2000), LR 27:

8903. Establishing Eligibility

A. To establish digibility, the student applicant must
meet all of the following criteria:

1. BeaU. S. citizen, provided however, that a student
who is not a citizen of the United States but who is eligible
to apply for such citizenship shall be deemed to satisfy the
citizenship requirement, if within sixty (60) days after the
date the student attains the age of mgjority, the student
applies to become a citizen of the United States and obtains
such citizenship within one year after the date of the
application for citizenship. Those students who are eligible
for U. S. citizenship and who otherwise qualify for a TOPS
award, will continue to satisfy the citizenship requirements
for a TOPS award for one year after the date of the student’s
application for citizenship, at which time, if the student has
not provided proof of U.S. citizenship to the Office of
Student Financial Assistance, the student’s TOPS award will
be suspended until such time as proof of citizenship is
provided.

2. be aresident of Louisiana, as defined in 8301 of
LAC 28:1V for at least two years prior to July 1 of the Award
Y ear; and

3. annualy submit the completed Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or Renewa FAFSA,
whichever is applicable to the student, by the state aid
deadline defined in 8503; and

4. either;

a graduate from a Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education (BESE)-approved, provisionally-
approved, or probationally-approved public or nonpublic
high school; and

i. at the time of high school graduation, have
successfully completed 16.5 units of high school course
work constituting a core curriculum as defined in §703.A.1.a
of LAC 28:1V; and

ii. at the time of high school graduation, have
attained a composite score on the ACT Test or the Scholastic
Aptitude Test (SAT) which is, or is equivalent to, at least a
23 on the 1990 version of the ACT; and

iii. graduate with a cumulative high school grade
point average of at least a 3.25, calculated on a 4.00 scale,
for all courses attempted; or

b. if by the end of June in the year of application,
the student will have completed 24 or more but less that 48
hours of graded college credit, have at least a 3.25
cumulative college grade point average on a4.00 scale; or

c. if by the end of June in the year of application,
the student will have completed 48 or more hours of graded
college credit, have at least a 3.00 cumulative college grade
point average on a4.00 scale; or
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d. have received a baccalaureate degree from an
accredited college or university and have a cumulative
undergraduate grade point average of at least 3.00 calculated
on a4.00 scale; or

e. have received at least a master's degree from an
accredited college or university; and

5. complete and submit such documentary evidence as
may be required by LASFAC by the deadline specified in
§503; and

6. be in compliance with the terms of other federal
and state aid programs which the applicant may be receiving
and which are administered by LASFAC; and

7. not have a crimina conviction,
misdemeanor traffic violations; and

8. agree that the award will be used exclusively for
educational expenses; and

9. enroll during the fall term at an eligible college or
university, as defined in 81901, as a full-time student, as
defined in 8301, in a degree program or course of study
leading to a degree in education or an alternative program
leading to regular certification as a teacher at the elementary
or secondary level in mathematics or chemistry.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:637 @pril 1998),
amended LR 24:1906 (October 1998), LR 26:68 (January 2000),
LR 26:2269 (October 2000), LR 27:284 (March 2001),
repromulgated LR 27:

8905. Selection Criteria

A. Recipients are competitively selected for the award
based upon the merit rank score computed and assigned to
each eligible applicant. The formula for computing the merit
rank score is defined in 8301.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:638 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1907 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:

8907. Maintaining Eligibility

A. To continue receiving the TOPS Teacher Award,
recipients must meet all of the following criteria:

1. have received less than four years or eight
semesters of TOPS Teacher Awards; and

2. by the end of each academic year, earn a total of at
least 24 hours college credit during the fall and spring
semesters or fall, winter and spring quarters, as determined
by totaling the earned hours reported by the institution for
each semester in the academic year. These hours shall not
include remedial course work nor hours earned during
summer sessions or intersessions or by advanced placement
course credits; (See also §705.D) and

3. achieve a cumulative GPA of a least a 3.00
calculated on a 4.00 scale at the end of each academic year;
and

4. maintain Steady Academic Progress as defined in
§301; and

5. continue to enroll each subsegquent semester or
quarter as a full -time student in a degree program or course
of study leading to a degree in education or aternative
program leading to regular certification as a teacher at the
elementary or secondary level, and maintain an enrolled
status throughout the academic term, unless granted an
exception for cause by LASFAC; or

except for
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6. enter a program approved by the State Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) which leads to
a degree in education or to regular certification as a teacher
as soon as sufficient credits have been earned to do so; and

7. annualy apply for federal and state student aid by
completing the FAFSA or Renewal FAFSA, whichever is
applicable to the student, by the state deadline; and

8. have no crimina convictions, except
misdemeanor traffic violations; and

9. bein compliance with the terms of all other federal
and state aid programs which the student may be receiving
and which are administered by LASFAC.

B. Recipients who do not maintain eligibility under the
provisions of 8907.A.3 and 4, may be reinstated upon
attainment of the required GPA and achieving the GPA
required for Steady Academic Progress, as defined in 8301,
provided the period of ineligibility did not exceed two years.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:638 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1907 (Octaober 1998), LR 25:1092 (June 1999), LR
26: (January 2000), LR 26: (April 2000), repromulgated LR 27:
§909. Completion of Promissory Note and Acceptance

of Award

A. Prior to receiving an award, the recipient must agree
to the terms and conditions contained in the TOPS Teacher
Award Program Promissory Note by @mpleting the form
and returning it to LASFAC by the specified deadline. The
promissory note obligates the recipient to teach one year for
each year of funding received; or, if teaching in a school
located in an economically disadvantaged region of the
state, as defined by the U. S. Department of Education, teach
one year for every two years of funding received, or repay
the funds received, plus accrued interest and any collection
costsincurred.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:638 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1907 (October 1998), amended LR 26:69 (January
2000), repromulgated LR 27:

8911. Dischargeof Obligation

A. The loan may be discharged by teaching for the
required period of obligation, by monetary repayment or by
cancellation.

B. Discharging the loan by teaching fulfillment is
accomplished by:

1. within two years of the date of certification as a
teacher, performservice as a full-time classroom teacher in a
Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) approved, provisionally approved, or probationally -
approved elementary or secondary school;

2. each year of full-time service as a teacher will
fulfill an equivalent period of funding. However, if teaching
in an elementary of secondary school which is located in an
economically disadvantaged region of the state, as defined
by the U. S. Department of Education, one year of teaching
will fulfill two years of funding;

3. the first two full semesters of full-time teaching
will be applied toward the earliest dated disbursement not
previously paid under §911.C, the second two full semesters
the next earliest dated disbursement, and continuing until all
disbursements have been fulfilled;

for



4. teaching to discharge the loan must be completed
within six years from the date of certification as ateacher.

C. Discharging the loan by Monetary Repayment.
Recipients who elect not to discharge the obligation by
teaching and who are not eligible for discharge by
cancellation must repay the loan principal plus accrued
interest and any collection costs incurred according to the
following terms and conditions:;

1. interest will accrue on the outstanding principal at
the rate of 8 percent per annum;

2. interest on each disbursement will accrue from the
date of disbursement until repaid, canceled or fulfilled.
Accrued interest will be capitalized when the recipient enters
repayment status;

3. repayment status. The recipient enters repayment
status the first of the month following:

a determination by LASFAC that the recipient
cannot discharge the loan by teaching within the required
time period;

b. the date the recipient notifies LASFAC that
monetary repayment is desired; or

c. six months after LASFAC determines that the
recipient is no longer pursuing a degree program or course
of study leading to a degree in education or aternative
program leading to regular certification as a teacher at the
elementary or secondary school level;

4. the amount to be repaid annually will be the greater
of:

a the amount necessary to repay the capitalized
loan principal within 10 years; or

b. $1,200 per year or the unpaid balance, whichever
isless;

5. recipients in repayment status may have their
payments deferred in accordance with §2105.B., Deferment
of Repayment Obligation;

6. during the period of time a recipient is in deferment
status, a recipient is not required to make repayments and
interest does not accrue;

7. the period of time for completion of repayment will
be extended by a period of time equal to the length of time
the recipient isin deferment status.

D. Cancellation. The obligation to repay any remaining
unpaid balance of the TOPS Teacher Award shal be
canceled in the event either of the following occurs:

1. upon submission to LASFAC of a sworn affidavit
from a qualified physician that the recipient is precluded
from gainful employment because of a complete and
permanent medical disability or condition; or

2. upon submission to LASFA C of a death certificate
or other evidence conclusive under state law, that the
recipient is deceased.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:638 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1907 (October 1998), amended LR 26:69 (January
2000), LR 26:1603 (August 2000), LR 27:

Chapter 11. Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholar ship
§1101. General Provisions

A. Legidative Authority. The Louisiana State Wildlife
Scholarship Program was created and amended by the
following Acts of the L ouisiana L egislature:

1. Act 807 of the 1980 Regular Legislative Session;

2. Act 849 of the 1987 Regular Legislative Session;
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3. Act 707 of the 1989 Regular Legislative Session.

B. Description, History and Purpose

1. The Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship
Program was established in 1980 and is funded with
dedicated monies and offers competitively awarded
scholarships valued at $1,000 per academic year to both
undergraduate and graduate students mgjoring in forestry,
wildlife, or marine science as it pertainsto wildlife;

2. In accepting the Rockefeller State Wildlife
Scholarship, the student agrees to attain adegree in one of
the required fields at a Louisiana public college or university
offering such degrees. If the student fails to successfully
complete an eligible course of study, as per the agreement
made between LASFAC and the student, the funds must be
repaid with interest.

C. Award Amounts

1. Theannual award is $1,000.

2. The cumulative maximum award is $7,000 for up to
five years of undergraduate and two years of graduate study.

3. Theaward is disbursed at the rate of $500 each fall
and spring term.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Student Financia
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance LR
17: 959 (October 1991), amended LR 22:338 (May 1996).
Promulgated LR 24:639 (April 1998), amended LR 24:1908
(October 1998). Repromulgated LR 27:

§1103. Establishing Eligibility

To establish eligibility, the student applicant must meet all
of thefollowing criteria:

1. beaU.S. citizen or national or €eligible noncitizen;
and

2. be aresident of Louisiana, as defined in 8301 of
LAC 28:1V for at least one year prior to July 1 of the Award
Y ear; and

3. submit the completed Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) or the Renewa FAFSA, whichever is
applicable to the student, by final deadline set forth in
§503.B.; and

4. complete and submit such documentary evidence as
may be required by LASFAC; and

5. be in compliance with the terms of other federal
and state aid programs which the applicant may be receiving
and which are administered by LASFAC; and

6. not have a crimina conviction,
misdemeanor traffic violations; and

7. agree that award proceeds will be used exclusively
for educational exp enses; and

8. beenrolled or accepted for enrollment as afull -time
undergraduate or graduate student at a Louisiana public
college or university majoring in forestry, wildlife or marine
science, with the intent of obtaining a degree from a
Louisiana public college or university offering a degree in
one of the three specified fields; and

9.a  must have graduated from high school, and if at
the time of application the student applicant has earned less
than 24 hours of graded college credit since graduating from
high school, have earned a minimum cumulative high school
grade point average of at least 2.50 calculated on a 4.00
scale for all courses completed in grades 9 through 12 and
have taken the ACT or SAT and received test score results;
or

except for
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b. if, at thetime of application, the student applicant
has earned 24 or more hours of college credit, then the
applicant must have at least a 2.50 cumulative college grade
point average.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:639 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1908 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:
§1105. Selection Criteria

A. Recipients are competitively selected for an award
based upon the merit rank score computed and assigned to
each dligible applicant. The formula for computing the merit
rank scoreis defined in §301.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:640 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1909 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:
§1107. Maintaining Eligibility

A. To continue receiving the Rockefeller State Wildlife
Scholarship, recipients must meet al of the following
criteria:

1. have received the scholarship for not more than
seven academic years (five undergraduate and two
graduate); and

2. at the close of each academic year (ending with the
spring semester or quarter), have earned at least 24 hours
total credit during the fall, winter and spring terms at an
institution defining 12 semester or eight quarter hours as the
minimum for full -time undergraduate status or earn at least
18 hours total graduate credit during the fall, winter and
spring terms at an ingtitution defining nine semester hours as
the minimum for full-time graduate status unless granted an
exception for cause by LASFAC; and

3. achieve a cumulative grade point average of at least
2.50 at the end of the first academic year and each academic
year thereafter; and

4. continue to enroll each subsequent semester or
quarter (excluding summer sessions and intersessions) at the
same institution unless granted an exception for cause and/or
approval for transfer of the award by LASFAC; and

5. continue to pursue a course of study leading to an
undergraduate or graduate degree in wildlife, forestry or
marine science.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 2:640 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1909 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:
§1109. Completion of Promissory Note and Acceptance

of Award

A. Prior to receiving an award, the recipient must agree
to the terms and conditions contained in the Rockefeller
State Wildlife Scholarship Program Promissory Note
(LASFAGForm RS02), by completing the form and
returning it to LASFAC by the specified deadline. The
promissory note obligates the recipient to obtain a Wildlife,
Forestry or Marine Science degree or repay the scholarship
funds received, plus accrued interest and any collection costs
incurred.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036.
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HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:640 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1909 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:
§1111. Dischargeof Obligation

A. Theloan obligation may be discharged by graduation
in an eligible major, monetary repayment or cancellation.

B. Graduation In an Eligible Maor. Awards to
undergraduates are discharged by the recipient's attainment
of a bachelor's degree; graduate awards are discharged by
attainment of a master's or doctorate degree in wildlife,
forestry or marine science.

C. Monetary Repayment. Recipients who do not
discharge the obligation by graduating in an eligible major
and who are not eligible for discharge by cancellation must
repay the loan principal, plus accrued interest and any
collection costs incurred in accordance with the following
terms and conditions:

1. interest accrues on the outstanding principal at the
rate of 8 percent per annum;

2. interest on each disbursement accrues from the date
of disbursement until repaid, canceled or fulfilled. Accrued
interest will be capitalized when the recipient enters
repayment status;

3. repayment status. The recipient enters repayment
status the first day of the month following:

a the date the recipient notifies LASFAC that
monetary repayment is desired; or

b. six months after LASFAC determines that the
recipient is no longer pursuing a degree program or course
of study leading to a degree in wildlife, forestry or marine
science;

4. theannual repayment amount will be the greater of:

a. the amount necessary to repay the capitalized
loan principal within seven years; or

b. $1,200 per year or the unpaid balance, whichever
isless;

5. recipients in repayment status may have their
payments deferred in accordance with 8§2105.B, titled
Deferment of Repayment Obligation;

a during the period of time a recipient is in
deferment status, the recipient is not required to make
payments and interest does not accrue;

b. the period of time for completion of repayment
will be extended by a period of time equal to the length of
timetherecipient isin deferment status.

D. Cancellation. The obligation to repay al or part of
Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship Program funds shall
be canceled in the event either of the following occurs:

1. upon submission to LASFAC of a sworn affidavit
from a qualified physician that the recipient is precluded
from completing the educational program and/or from
gainful employment because of a complete and permanent
medical disability or condition;

2. upon submission to LASFAC of a death certificate,
or other evidence conclusive under state law, that the
recipient is deceased.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:640 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1909 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:



Chapter 13. Leveraging Educational Assistance

Partnership (LEAP)
81301. General Provisions
A. LegislativeAuthority
1. Federa
a. TitlelV of the Higher Education Act of 1965;
b. 34 CFR Part 692, as amended;
c. TitlelV of the Higher Education Amendments of
1992 (Public Law 102-325).
2. State
a R.S 17:3032.5;
b. Act 632 of the 1974 Regular Legislative Session;
c. Act 228 of the 1977 Regular Legislative Session.

B. Description, History and Purpose. The Louisiana
Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnership (LEAP)
Program, first funded in 1975, provides need-based grants to
academically qualified students using federal and state
funds. These grants are to be used for educational expenses
including tuition and fees, books and supplies, and living
expenses, such as room, board and transportation.

C. Louisiana administers a decentralize LEAP Program.
Certain functions of the program are delegated to
participating schools. Schools approved for participation in
the Louisiana LEAP Program must have federal eligibility
and must annualy submit a state application and be
approved for state participation. Funding available for a
specific award year is allocated to eligible in-state
postsecondary institutions who select and certify recipients
to LASFAC. LASFAC forwards award funding to the
institutions for disbursement to the student or student's
account.

D. Award Amounts. Individual grants range from an
annual minimum of $200 to a maximum of $2,000; however,
the actual amount of each student's award is determined by
the financial aid office at the institution and is governed by
the number of recipients selected and the amount of funds
available. Awards are based upon a full academic year,
excluding summer sessions and intersession, beginning with
the fall term and concluding with the spring term.

E Allocation of Funds. Annually, funds are alocated to
postsecondary institutions based on school type, the school's
prior year first-time, full-time enrollment and the amount of
the prior year's alocation that was expended. Initial funds,
for first-time recipients, are computed as a percentage of all
participating institutions first-time, full -time enrollment as of
October 10 of the prior fiscal year. A student's enrollment in
an undergraduate degree granting school which is a
component of a state supported medical center, shall be a
first-time, full-time freshman for the purpose of this
program. Continuation funds for students who had
previously received LEAP are computed as a percentage of
the alocated funds used during the previous year. The
continuation formula applies 60 percent for four year
schools and 40 percent for two -year schools.

F.  Redlocation of Funds. Uncommitted institutional
alotted funds are reallocated if not committed by the
deadline of November 1 for colleges and universities and
January 1 for proprietary schools and campuses of Louisiana
Technical College. The method of reallocation is dependent
upon the amount of funds available for reallocation. If the
reallocation amount is less then $50,000, then only two- and
four-year colleges and universities, which have fully
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committed their origina alotment by the appropriate
deadline, receive a realotment. If $50,000 or more is
available for reallocation, it is reallotted to eligible schools
of all types, which have fully committed their original
allotment by the appropriate deadline.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036.

HISTORICAL NOTE Promulgated LR 24:641 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1910 (October 1998), LR 25:1458 (August 1999),
repromulgated LR 27:

§1303. Establishing Eligibility

LEAP applicants must meet all of the following criteria:

1. be aU.S. citizen or national or eligible noncitizen,
and registered with the Selective Service, if required; and

2. bearesident of Louisiana, as defined in 8301 for at
least one year prior to July 1 of the Award Y ear; and

3. annually, submit the completed Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or Renewa FAFSA,
whichever is available to the applicant, by the state deadline
defined in 8503 and any deadline imposed by the institution
attended; and

4. have a high school diploma with at least a 2.00
cumulative grade point average, or a minimum average score
of 45 on the General Educational Development (GED) test,
or an ACT composite score of at least 20, or a postsecondary
grade point average of at least 2.00 from the most recent
term; and

5. beselected and certified by the school for receipt of
an LEAP award, contingent upon final approval by
LASFAC; and

6. meet any additional selection criteria established by
the individual institution participating in the LEAP Program;
and

7. be certified as a full-time undergraduate student in
an eligible program at an eligible postsecondary institution,
asdefined in §1901; and either:

a beenrolled full time at the time of disbursement
if disbursement occurs at the end of the fourteenth class day
(ninth class day for Louisiana Tech); or

b. beenrolled full time at the end of the fourteenth
class day (ninth class day at Louisiana Tech) and is enrolled
at least half-time at the time of disbursement if disbursement
occurs after the fourteenth class day (ninth class ay at
Louisiana Tech); and

8. have substantial financial need, as defined in 8301,
and

9. be in compliance with the terms of other federal
and state aid programs which the applicant may be receiving
and which are administered by LASFAC; and

10. not have a crimina conviction, except for
misdemeanor traffic violations; and
11. agree that the award proceeds will be used

exclusively for educational expenses; and
12. not bein default of an educational loan.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:641 (April
1998), amended LR 24:1910 (October 1998), LR 25:1459
(August 1999), LR 27:

§1305. Maintaining Eligibility

A. To continue receiving an LEAP Award, the recipient

must meet all of the following criteria:
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1. meet al of the initial eligibility criteria listed in
§1303; and

2. maintain a cumulative postsecondary grade point
average of at least 2.00 calculated on a 4.00 scale by the
conclusion of the spring term.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:642 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1911 (October 1998), LR 25: 1459 (August 1999),
repromulgated LR 27:

Chapter 15. T.H. Harris Scholarship
81501. General Provisions

A. Legislative Authority

R.S. 17:3036.1;
Act 24 of the 1938 Regular Legislative Session;
Act 199 of the 1940 Regular Legislative Session;
Act 19 of the 1942 Regular Legislative Session;
Act 499 of the 1948 Regular Legislative Session;
Act 83 of the 1977 Regular Legislative Session;
Act 710 of the 1985 Regular Legislative Session;
Act 663 of the 1990 Regular Legislative Session.

B. D&ecrlptlon History and Purpose. The T. H. Harris
Scholarship Program was first funded with state general
funds in 1942 for the purpose of granting scholarships to
deserving youth enrolling at state-supported colleges or
universities. A maximum cumulative award, assuming the
recipient maintains digibility, is $2,000 for five years of
study. Effective with award year 1996-97, applications are
not being accepted and the program is being phased out.
Students awarded during the 1995-96 award year, continue
to receive an award, as long as funds are available and they
maintain continuing academic eligibility.

C. Award Amounts. The annual award is $400, with a
cumulative maximum award of $2,000 for five years.
Recipients receive $200 each fall and spring term, less a $5
award fee.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:642 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1911 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:
§1503. Maintaining Eligibility

A. To continue to receive T. H. Harris Scholarship funds,
recipients must meet all of the following criteria:

1. be in compliance with the terms of other federal
and state aid programs which the applicant may be receiving
and which are administered by LASFAC; and

2. agree that award proceeds will be used exclusively
for educational expenses; and

3. continue to enroll as a full-time undergraduate
student in a two- or four-year public college or university,
unless granted an exception for cause by LASFAC; and

4. successfully complete the minimum number of
hours required for afull -time student as defined in §301; and

5. achieve a cumulative grade point average of at least
3.00, on a 4.00 scale, at the conclusion of the spring term
each academic year; and

6. have received less than 10 semesters of T. H. Harris
funding.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:642 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1911 (October 1998), repromulgated LR 27:

©ONOOAWN P
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Chapter 17. Responsibilities of High Schools, School
Boards, Special School Governing
Boar ds, the L ouisiana Department of
Education and LASFAC on Behalf of
Eligible Non-L ouisiana High Schools
81701. Eligibility of Graduates Based Upon the High
School Attended

A. Graduates of the following high schools are eligible to
participate in LASFAC's Scholarship and Grant programs, as
authorized herein:

1. Louisiana Public High Schools' public high schools
listed in the Louisiana School Directory (Louisiana
Department of Education Bulletin 1462);

2. Approved Nonpublic High Schools

a. nonpublic high schools approved by the
Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE) pursuant to R.S. 17:11 and which meet the standards
required by BESE for students of the school to be eligible to
receive from the state the benefit of appropriations for such
items as transportation, textbooks, and administrative cost
reimbursement, and

b. nonpublic schools approved by BESE pursuant to
R.S. 17:11 prior to May 15, 2000, which have applied for
and have had their application forwarded by the Louisiana
Department of Education prior to May 15, 2000, seeking the
approval necessary for the students in such school to be
eligible to receive from the state the benefit of
appropriations for such items as transportation, textbooks,
and administrative cost reimbursement; and starting the
2003-2004 high school academic year, meet the
requirements to be eligible to receive from the state the
benefit of such appropriations.

c. the approvals by BESE may be provisional or
probational approvals.

3. €ligible Non-Louisiana High Schools-€ligible non-
Louisiana high schools are high schools which meet all of
the following:

a. areinastate adjoining the state of Louisiana; and

b. bhave provided LASFAC with acceptable
evidence of an agreement dated prior to June 5, 1994,
between a parish school system in the state of Louisiana and
the high school's local governing authority, which authorizes
the attendance of students who are residents of Louisiana
and

c. have students who graduate during the academic
year preceding the award year, who were residents of
Louisiana and who were funded through the Louisiana
minimum foundation program; and

d. have certified the academic performance of
Louisiana graduates, in accordance with §1703;

4. Out-of-State High Schools

a. All other public or non-public high schools located
in one of the United States or territories of the United States,
other than Louisiana, which have been approved by the state
or territory's chief school officer as listed in the Louisiana
Department of Education Bulletin 1462, or by the public
body which is that state's or territory's equivalent of the
Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE), or which high school has been approved by the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools' Commission
on Secondary and Middle Schools and can demonstrate that
it meets the standards adopted by BESE for approva of



nonpublic schools of Louisiana as set forth in §1701.A.2,
above, and those high schools located in foreign countries
which have been authorized or approved by a Department in
the Executive Branch of the United States government to
teach the dependents of members of the U.S. Armed Forces
stationed abroad,;

i. graduates of out-of-state high schools are
eligible to participate in the Rockefeller State Wildlife
Scholarship and the State Student Incentive Grant Programs,

ii. graduates of out-of-state high schools who are
Louisianaresidents or the dependents of a L ouisianaresident
serving on active duty with the Armed Forces or who have a
parent who is a Louisiana resident are eligible to participate
in TOPS.

b. aschool will be deemed to be approved by the
appropriate state agency if that state agency certifies:

i. that the high school in question received
funding from the state to cover all or a portion of the costs of
instruction; and

ii. that the high school in question adopted and
does adhere to state and federal non-discrimination policies
and statutes.

5. Out of Country High Schools. All other public or
non-public high schools located outside the United States or
the territories of the United States that meet the standards
adopted by BESE for approval of nonpublic schools in
Louisiana and which are accredited by an accrediting
organization recognized by the United States Department of
Education.

B. Non-high school graduates who have earned a
General Education Diploma (GED) in lieu of a high school
diploma are €ligible to participate in the Leveraging
Educational Assistance Partnership (LEAP) Grant Program
and if they have completed a BESE approved home study
program, are eligibleto participate in TOPS.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:642 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1911 (October 1998), LR 25:849 (May 1999),
LR26:68 (January 2000), LR 26:1997 (September 2000), LR 27:
§1703. High School's Certification of Student

Achievement

A. Responsibility for Reporting and Certifying Student
Performance

1. Responsibility for the identification and
certification of high school graduates who meet the
academic qualifications for a TOPS award is as follows:

a. theprincipal or the principal's designee for public
high schools;

b. the principal or headmaster or designee of each
nonpublic high school approved by the State Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE);

c. the principal or headmaster or designee of an
eligible non-Louisiana high school;

d. theprincipal or headmaster or designee of an out-
of-state high school is responsible only for providing the
high school transcript or the date of graduation for those
students who have applied for a student aid program
administered by LASFAC.

2. The Louisiana Department of Education shall
report to LASFAC the names of students who are enrolled in
and have completed all mandatory requirements through the
twelfth grade level of a state-approved home study program.
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B. Procedures for Reporting and Certifying Student
Performance

1. The responsible high school authority shall record
student performance on the form provided by LASFAC or in
an electronic format pre-approved by LASFAC. The
certification form shall be completed, certified and returned
to LASFAC by the deadline specified on the form.

2. The certification form shall contain, but is not
limited to, the following reportable data elements:

a.  student's name, address, phone number and social
security number;

b. month and year of high school graduation;

c. final cumulative high school grade point average
for al courses attempted, converted to a maximum 4.00
scale, if applicable (Note: Beginning with students
graduating in 2002-2003, the cumulative high school grade
point average will be calculated by using only grades
obtained in completing the core curriculum.); and

d. through the graduating class of the Academic
Year (High School) 2002-2003, number of core units earned
and the number of core units unavailable to the student at the
school attended;. After the graduating class of the Academic
Year (High School) 2002-2003, core unit requirements may
not be waived.

3. The responsible high school authority shall certify
to LASFAC the final cumulative high school grade point
average of each applicant and that average shall be inclusive
of grades for all courses attempted and shall be computed
and reported on a maximum 4.00 grading scale.

a  The following grading conversion shall be used
to report the applicant's cumulative high school grade point
average:

i. letter grade A = 4 quality points;
ii. letter grade B = 3 quality points;
iii. letter grade C = 2 quality points;
iv. letter grade D = 1 quality point.

b. Schools which award more than 4 quality points
for a course must convert the course grade to a maximum
4.00 scale using the formula described in the example that

follows.
[In this example, the school
quality point for an honors course.]

i. Example: an applicant earned a C in an Honors
English 1V course and received 3 out of the 5 possible
quality pointsthat could have been awarded for the course.

ii. In converting this course grade to a standard
4.00 maximum scale, the following formula must be used:

awards one extra

QualityPoints Awarded fortheCourse _ X (ConvertedQuality Points)
Maxi mumPointsPossible for theCourse 4.00(MaximumScal )

300 _ X

500 4.00

By cross multiplying,
X =12; X=2.40
iii. In this example, the quality points for this
Honors English IV course should be recorded as 2.40 when
the school calculates and reports the student's cumulative
high school grade point average.
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4a -d. Repeded

C. Certifying 1998 Graduates for the TOPS Performance
Award. 1998 Graduates who are ranked in the top 5 percent
of their graduating class in accordance with §1703 shall be
credited with having completed the core curriculum for
purposes of the TOPS; however, only those meeting the
following criteria shall be eligible for the Performance
Award:

1. those students who have attained a final cumulative
high school grade point average of at least a 3.50 on a 4.00
maximum scale; and

2. an ACT scoreof at least 23.

D. Certification. The high school headmaster or principal
or designee shall certify that:

1. all data supplied on the certification form are true
and correct, to the best of his knowledge or belief, and that
they reflect the official records of the school for the students
listed; and

2. records pertaining to the listed students will be
maintained and available upon request to LASFAC and the
legislative auditor for a minimum of three years or until
audited, whichever occursfirst; and

3. the school under the principal's jurisdiction shall
reimburse LASFAC for the amount of a program award
which was disbursed on behalf of a graduate of the school,
when it is subsequently determined by audit that the school
incorrectly certified the graduate.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:643 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1912 (October 1998), LR 25:258 (February 1999),
LR 26:2269 (October 2000), LR 27:

81705. Notification of Certified Students

A. High schools are required to present a certificate of
achievement during the graduation ceremony or other school
reception to students qualifying as recipients of TOPS
Performance and Honors Awards.

B. High schools are required to invite members of the
Louisiana Legislature representing the school's district to
attend the ceremony or reception and to make the
presentation awarding the endorsed certificates of
achievement.

C. If the certifying authority elects to notify students of
their certification, then the following disclaimer shall be
included in any communication to the student:

"Although you have been certified as academically eligible for a Tuition
Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) Award, you must satisfy all of
the following conditions to redeem a scholarship under this program:

1.  You must be a Louisiana resident as defined by the Louisiana
Student Financial Assistance Commission; and

2. You must be accepted for enrollment by an digible Louisana
college and be registered as a full-time undergraduate student; and

3. Youmust annually apply for federal student aid by the deadline
required for consideration for state aid; and

4. Youmust have met all academic and nonacademic requirements
and be officialy notified of your award by the L ouisiana Student Financial
Assistance Commission (LASFAC)."

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:644 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1913 (October 1998). Repromulgated LR 27:
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Chapter 19.  Eligibility and Responsibilities of
Postsecondary Institutions
81901. Eligibility of Postsecondary Institutionsto
Participate

A. Undergraduate degree granting schools which are
components of Louisiana public university medical centers
and two- and four-year public colleges and universities are
authorized to participate in the Tuition Opportunity Program
for Students (TOPS), TOPS-TECH, Rockefeller State
Wildlife Scholarship, Leveraging Educational Assistance
Partnership (LEAP) Program and the T. H. Harris
Scholarship.

B. Regionally accredited private colleges and
universities which are members of the Louisiana Association
of Independent Colleges and Universities, Inc. (LAICU) are
authorized to participate in TOPS (for both academic
programs and programs for a vocational or technical
education certificate or diploma or a non-academic
undergraduate degree), TOPS.TECH, and LEAP. As of April
2000, LAICU membership included Centenary College,
Dillard University, Louisiana College, Loyola University,
New Orleans Theological Seminary, Our Lady of the Lake
College, Our Lady of Holy Cross College, St. Joseph
Seminary College, Tulane Medical Center, Tulane
University, and Xavier University.

C. Campuses of Louisiana Technica College are
authorized to participate in TOPS, TOPS- TECH, and LEAP.

D. Approved Louisiana proprietary and beauty schools
are authorized to participate in LEAP only.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3036, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:3048.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated LR 24:645 (April 1998),
amended LR 24:1914 (October 1998), LR 25:1459 (August, 1999),
LR 26: 1998 (September 2000), LR 27
81903. Responsibilities of Postsecondary I nstitutions

A. Certification of Student Data. Upon request by
LASFAC, and for the purpose of determining an applicant's
eligibi