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Removal of Sampling for the 
Yellow Leaf Virus in the Field (LAC 7:XIII.763)
The Department of Agriculture and Forestry finds it necessary to enact an Emergency Rule to prevent an imminent threat to public welfare. This rule was recently presented at an open meeting of the Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission on May 6, 2026, with no questions or comments from the commission members. A public hearing was held on May 15, 2026, to provide the public with an opportunity to speak on the proposed changes; no comments or questions were received.
Currently, LAC 7:XIII.763 requires at least three field inspections annually by Department of Agriculture and Forestry inspectors to verify that certified seedcane meets field standards. The main concern is a potential shortage of certified sugarcane seed stock, which is free from major diseases and of superior quality compared to non-certified seed. This premium seed stock is sold to growers and is used for many years—often over a decade—from the initial planting. When growers use lower-quality, non-certified seed, the health and yield of subsequent harvests decline, and the seed’s viability diminishes more quickly. This could result in many acres remaining unplanted if standards are relaxed this growing season. Industry data indicates that one acre of certified seedcane typically results in the planting of approximately seven acres.
Advancements in testing technology over recent years have improved the sensitivity of detecting the sugarcane yellow leaf virus compared to previous methods. However, this heightened sensitivity increases the likelihood of field rejection, especially given the current 20 percent threshold in the rules. Testing occurs in June and is usually completed by early July. For each failed test, the Department must take a resample, and LSU AgCenter must perform an additional confirmatory test. The LSU AgCenter has also indicated they lack the resources, personnel, time, and funding necessary to perform the new, more accurate PCR testing for these samples. The older testing method (TBIA) is less reliable and much less sensitive than PCR. While LSU has the capacity to conduct PCR tests on greenhouse-grown foundation stock, they do not have sufficient resources for field samples, which last year numbered nearly 200. The time required to process and retest samples often conflicts with the seedcane harvesting schedule, which begins as early as late July—well before the main crop harvest in September or October.
Industry stakeholders, including LSU AgCenter, the American Sugarcane League, Sugartech, and Certis, agree that removing in-field sampling for yellow leaf virus, while maintaining greenhouse standards, will ensure that farmers and commercial growers have adequate access to certified seedcane. This approach is critical to preventing degradation of the industry’s healthy seed program and maintaining industry stability.
Title 7
AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS
[bookmark: Tempiii]Part XIII.  Seeds
Chapter 7.	Certification of Specific Crops/Varieties
Subchapter B.	Grain and Row Crop Seeds 
§763.	Sugarcane (Tissue Culture) Certification Standards
A. - C.1.	…
D.	…
E.	Field Standards

	Factor
	Foundation
	Registered
	Certified

	Isolation
	10 ft.
	10 ft.
	10 ft.

	Other Varieties (obvious)
	None
	1.00%
	1.00%

	Off-Type (definite)
	None
	1.00%
	1.00%

	Noxious Weeds:

	Johnsongrass
	None
	5 Plants/Acre
	5 Plants/ Acre

	Itchgrass
	None
	1 Plant/Acre
	1 Plant/ Acre

	Black Nightshade
	None
	3 Plants/Acre
	3 Plants/Acre

	Harmful Diseases:

	**Sugarcane Mosaic
	None
	10.00%
	10.00%

	**Sugarcane Smut
	None
	0.50%
	0.50%

	Harmful Insects:
***Sugarcane Stem Borers
	None 
None
	None
5.00%
	None
5.00%

	[bookmark: Place]**Plants exhibiting symptoms

	[bookmark: End]***Determined by percentage of internodes bored



F. - G.2.c.	…
AUTHORITY NOTE:		Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1433.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, Seed Commission, LR 12:825 (December 1986), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, LR 23:1284 (October 1997), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of the Commissioner, Seed Commission, LR 30:1143 (June 2004), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, Seed Commission, LR 33:1609 (August 2007), LR 36:1223 (June 2010), repromulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 39:2729 (October 2013), amended LR 40:756 (April 2014), LR 42:212 (February 2016), LR 43:1898 (October 2017), LR 51:1571 (October 2025), LR 52
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